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CHARACTER OF ABRAM. 


ABRAM is a character which the Jew and the Heathen, the Chris- 
tian and the Mahometan, are alike disposed to venerate. He is claim- 
ed by the Hebrews, and by the Arabians and Saracens also, as the 
founder of their respective nations. Among the Persian and Chinese 
fire worshippers, he is regarded as the same with their boasted Zo- 
roaster. A thousand curious tales are related to evince the superi- 
ority of his faith and fortitude, his usefulness and piety. His call is 
referred to as one of the five grand periods of ancient chronology : the 
creation occurring 4004 years before Christ, the deluge 2348, the call 
of Abraham 1921, the departure of the Israelites 1491, and the reign 
of Cyrus 536 years. The history, which the book of Genesis records, 
is aselect one: other occurrences, whether of greater or inferior 
moment, are introduced only as they serve to illustrate the biography 
of Abram and his offspring, and the covenants and promises which, to 
them, Jehovah made.—“ The Lord said unto Abram,” in the tone of 
sovereign authority, “ get thee out of thy country.” Abandon a re- 
gion where idolatry is popular and God dishonoured. Go “ from thy 
kindred and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee; 
and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing; and I will bless them 
Vou, II.—No. XVI. 2H 
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that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee ; and in thee shail a}} 
families of the earth be blessed.’”’* This address was probably made 
fo Abram in solitude: Jehovah says, “I called him alone.”+ The tri. 
al at first must have seemed great, to leave his “ kindred” anda « fa. 
ther’s house,”’ especially as he had no assurances of any other home, 
It was promised only that the Lord would “ show” him “aland.” He 
did not, however, depart without company. Terah his father, Lot 
his nephew, and Sarai his wife, commenced the pilgrimage with him, 
In correspondence with the promise, the Lord made of the patriarch 
“a great nation.” ‘ Great,” because of its peculiarity, its privileges, 
its diffusion, and its permanence. He made also his “ name great,” 
by achange of it hereafter to be considered. His name received its 
honours, not as with the heroes of the world, because connected with 
mischief and bloodshedding, but betause of the blessings attached to 
it. The friends and adversaries of Abram were treated by the Lord 
as they conducted themselves towards his chosen servant. In what 
manner “the families of the earth” are “ blessed,” in him, may be 


- collected from the sermon of Peter in Solomon’s Porch. “ Ye,” O ye 


Jews, “ are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our father, saying, unto Abram, and in thy seed shall 
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having 
raised up his son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning every one of 
you from his iniquities.’’ t 

From Ur of the Chaldees, Abram and his associates journeyed. 
When they came to Haran, and had a while resided there, Terah died. 
After the decease of his father, the patriarch pursued his course to 
Canaan. ‘The distance from Haran to the promised land was at least 
300 miles, and the way impeded by several rivers and an inhospitable 
desert; but every obstacle was surmounted. Arrived in Canaan, and 
receiving from God the assurance that to his seed the land should be 
given, he built an altar, first amid a grove of oaks on the plain of 
Moreh, and afterwards on a mountain east of Bethel. These pious 
acts betokened a mind more intent on the service of God, than the 
acquisition of earthly possessions. It was probably in imitation of 
these altars, and of similar memorials of divine assistance, that the 
heroes of Greece were led to construct, in every part of their country, 
the grateful monument and column. 

A “ grievous famine” prevailing in the land, Abram, who had for 
some time been travelling southward, hastened for relief into Egypt, 
where, on account of the regular inundations of the Nile, the soil 


* Genesis xii. 1~3. tT Isaiah li. 2, ¢ Acts iii, 25, 26. 
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usually produced its abundance. This is the first famine of which 
we have any account. Sarai, though considerably advanced in life, 
retained a large share of youthful beauty. Her husband, under the 
influence of a timid and unbelieving temper, entreated her to say 
that she was his sister, lest his own life might be endangered. She 
did so. Pharaoh seems to have conceived the design of marrying 
her; but a righteous God prevented the unwarrantable step. Abram 
was by the monarch, in a pointed manner, reproved; whose officers 
received instruction to send away himself, his wife, and all he possess- 
ed. Josephus describes him during his stay in Egypt as instructing 
the inhabitants in arithmetic and astronomy. 

On the return of Abram and Lot to the place where the altar stood 
at Bethel, thanksgivings were offered to the Lord for their safe return. 
Their possessions consisted in “ flocks and herds and tents,”’ as well 
as “in silver and in gold.”” Those of Abram were very large. A 
contention occurring between their herdsmen, a separation was pro- 
posed by Abram. To Lot the choice was referred, whether to take 
the right hand or the left. Pleased with the landscape which “ the 
plain of Jordan” exhibited—a plain, which by 


“ the double-founted stream,” 


a 

(formed of the Jor and the Dan) was “ well watered every where,” 
and resembled a paradise; the youth approved of it, and journeyed 
thither. Unhappily for Lot, the men of Sodom were “ wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly.”” The vexation of his soul, at 
the crimes he was compelled to witness, was an evil which no advan- 
tages of a fertile settlement could counterpoise. To Abram, who con- 
tinued in Canaan, the promise of God was renewed, that the land should 
be the possession of himself and his posterity. He was assured that 
his seed should be numerous as the dust of the earth. It is presuma- 
ble this promise was given in the day time, when the dust was visible. 
When God repeated the declaration by night, he referred not to the 
dust, but to the celestial orbs. “ Look now toward heaven, and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them—so shall thy seed be.’’* 

Soon after Abram removed his tent, and dwelt in the plain where 
again he erected an altar, 


* Genesis xv. 5. 
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SKETCH OF A SERMON, 
PREACHED JUNE 28, 1810, AT THE TABERNACLE, NORWICH, ENGLAND ; 
BY THE LATE SECRETARY OF THE BAPTIST MISSION. 


But the word of God grew and multiplied, Acts xii. 24. 


WE, who live in times in which we are protected by wholesome 
laws, cannot form an adequate idea of the church in times of perse- 
cution. From the earliest period when the gospel began to be pub- 
lished, the wrath of man was kindled against it. Peter had not com- 
menced his attack on Satan’s kingdom many days, before the mem- 
bers of that kingdom began to be stirred up to oppose him. You pre- 
sently find Peter and John cast into prison; James is killed with the 
sword; and Saul of Tarsus receives a commission from the chief 
priests to go hither and thither, persecuting that way unto the death. 
Yet amidst all this opposition we find the word of God prospering. 
We find the wall of Zion is built in troublous times. The Lord pros- 
pers Zion, and that by the very means that the enemies make use of 
in order to impede the work. For we read, that those who were 
scattered abroad by the persecution of Stephen, went every where 
preaching the gospel. Satan therefore seems to have overrated the 
business. He was like one that should have put a fire out, but who, 
in doing it, scattered it over the city, and thereby set the city itself on 
fire. The very method he took to crush the Saviour’s cause, only tend- 
ed to spread it the wider, both in the Jewish and the heathen world. 

Herod, because he saw that his opposition pleased the Jews, stretch- 
ed forth his hand, and thought to have slain Peter. But God over- 
ruled all his opposition for good. The next news you hear is, that 
Herod, in the height of blasphemy, is smitten by the anger of God, and 
dies. But—mark the connexion of the passage I have read; but— 
the word of God grew and multiplied. 

This connexion suggests to us at least these two ideas. 

First, that the word of God lives, and will out/ive all its enemies— 
Herod is dead, and is eaten of worms; but the word of the Lord will 
grow and multiply. Were we to take a view of the various enemies 
who have set themselves against the Lord and against his Christ, what 
has become of them,—the great body of them? They have been eat- 
en of worms, and have died. Where are the ancient persecutors, 
Dioclesian, and others, who murdered the saints and servants of God 
by myriads? Where are they? Dead, and eaten of worms. But that 
word of Ged which they opposed, grows and multiplies. And where 
are the Bonners, kc. of later ages? Where are those that have set 
themselves against the gospel ’—The Bolingbrokes, the Humes, and 































Sketch of a Sermon. 257 


she Voltairesy—where are they? Dead, and eaten of worms. But 
the word of God, against which they set themselves, yet grows and 
multiplies. Each in his day thought he had done a great deal against 
ihe interestof God. But that interest goes on, while its enemies have 
perished. ‘There may be no enemies rise up perhaps so full of venom 
as those that have gone before: but all shall come to the same end: 
each in his turn shall die and rot, and his memory shall perish. But 
the word of the Lord shall grow and multiply. 

The second remark which is afforded by the connexion of the pas- 
sage, respects the means which God takes to carry on his cause and 
kingdom in the world. We see in this example, and in the history of 
these chapters, the various methods God takes in order to accomplish 
his designs. Here is one man, whose heart is like a boiling caldron, 


breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the Lord and his peo- 
_ ple. God visits him, touches and turns his heart to himself, and of an 


enemy he becomes a friend, and preaches that very gospel he had per- 
secuted. See how easy it is for God to turn the tide of events, and thus 


 disconcert the enemy. Well; here is another—Herod. Heis busily 


employed in destroying the cause of God, and he is cut off. The 


_ Lord knows how, either by cutting men off, or by turning them to him- 


self, to accomplish his designs, and to cause his word to grow and 
multiply. 

But passing these remarks, I shall inquire, rrrst, what is denoted 
by the word of God, and why it is so called; and, sEconDLy, observe 
the description which is given of its progress—that it grows and mul- 
tiplies. 

The holy scriptures are frequently denominated the word of God, 
particularly in the Psalms of David. But I apprehend the term is 
here used in a more specific sense; and that it is expressive strictly 
of the gospel, the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; that gospel 
which the apostles were commissioned to go and preach to every 


| creature; that word which had begun to be published at Jerusalem, 


and was making its progress through the earth, and which Paul and 
Herod and the chief priests set themselves against. That is the word 
which is here said to grow and multiply. 

But why is the gospel called the Word? It is sometimes denomina- 
tedthe word of the truth of the gospel ; sometimes the word of recon- 
ciliation ; sometimes the word of life. It is here emphatically called 
the word of God. Why, I ask, is the gospel denominated the word of 
God? And here we can be at no loss in giving an answer. It is because 
itis expressive of the mind or heart of God. Words are, or should be, 
expressive of the heart. This word is expressive of God’s heart. There 
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is not any expression of his heart equalto it. There are many things 
pertaining to the works of God which manifest his perfections. The 
heavens declare his power and goodness. The firmament showet) 
his handiworks. The providence of God and the judgements of God, 
which have been abroad in all ages, have been expressive of his faithfy]. 
ness and righteousness. In fact, there are many things which expreg 
a part of the divine character. But it is the gospel, and the gospe| 
only, that is expressive of his whole heart, of his whole character, 
Here all the rays of divinity meet together and concentrate in , 
focus. Here they form one general blaze. There is not an attr. 
bute in the divine nature, or a feature in his character, but what js 
expressed in the gospel of salvation, in the gospel of the Son of God, 
This is in a peculiar sense called his word, because it is expressive 
of his whole heart. And I might say, it is expressive of his fina! 
decision. It is God’s /ast mind. There are many things that are 
expressive of the mind of God, but not of his final decision. For ip. 
stance, the holy law of God is expressive of his holiness, and of his 
mind in part; and the curses of that law are expressive of his dis. 
pleasure against sin, and so far they express the mind, or heart of 
God. But they do not express his final decision; because a sinner 
may be under the curse of the law, and yet that curse, by his fleeing 
to the hope set before him in the gospel, may be removed, and turned 
into a blessing. The curse of God’s law is not irrevocable. But 
the curse of the Saviour 1s, to him that persists in unbelief, reject. 
ing the only name given under heaven among men whereby he can be 
saved. The gospel, therefore, runs in this language: Go, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.—He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned. There is no 
more hope, no other way, no other name. It is God’s last decision, 
It is the final resolve of the everlasting God. So that he who rejects 
it, rejects the only way of salvation, and shall inevitably perish. Con- 
sidering these things, you feel, I trust, the particular propriety of de- 
nominating it the word of God. We proceed, 

Secondly, to notice what is said respecting its frogress. It is said 
to grow and multiply. These terms may be said to be near akin, and 
indeed they are so; yet they do not convey precisely the same ideas. 
They both denote increase; but the frst is increase in size; the /ast, 
in number. For instance. A corn of wheat, or any other grain, cast 
into the earth, springs up and grows. You perceive first the blade, 
then the stem, then the ear, and at last the full corn in the ear. This 
is growth. But when it is arrived at maturity, it scatters its seeds 
around; and instead of one a hundred spring up. This is multiplying. 
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In short; growth is expressive of the progress of the gospel in the 
minds of believers; multiplying, of an increase of the number of be- 


- jievers. The first is expressive of the kingdom of God in the mind of 
an individual; the last, of its spreading in the world. In both senses it 
might be truly said, the word of the Lord grew and multiplied. It 


grew in the minds of those who had imbibed it, and was received by 


- thousands who had lived before in unbelief. 


When may it be said that the word of the Lord growsinus? That 
jsaserious question, and a question which deeply concerns you and me, 


' and all that have professedly embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
| Well; I may say then that the word of the Lord may be said to grow 
| inus, when there is increasing evidence in the mind of its truth, in- 


creasing attachment to its excellence, and increasing conformity to its 
spirit. The word of the Lord in itself is immutable; it is the same as 
it always was, and cannot be said to grow. The gospel is, like its di- 
yine Author, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. But viewed as 
taking root in the mind of a believer, it is capable of growth, and must 


| continue to grow. The word that Jesus Christ imparts, must be ip us 


asa well of living water, springing up to everlasting life. 
There is such a thing as increasing evidence of the truth of it. I 
need only appeal to the experience of every advanced Christian; of 


every one that has walked in the way of God for a series of years. 


Perhaps you believe the same truths you did thirty years ago; but 
you believe them on very different grounds. You feel the ground on 
which you stand much more solid. You little more than said you be- 
lieved at the outset; but now you feel a variety of different evidences; so 


_ that you can truly say, the more you read, and the more you think, the 


more you feel the ground on which you stand, and are enabled to say, 
0 my God, my heart is fixed! The Christian gets more acquainted 
with the depravity of human nature, as he advances in the divine life. 
He might years ago believe in the depravity of human nature; but 
though he may now express the same words he did then, he will mean 
very differently. It may mean seven times more than it did. Thisis 
the growth of the word in the mind. 

It may moreover be said to grow, when there is a growing attach- 
ment to its excellence. ‘There is an excellency in the gospel that is to 
be found in nothing else; and the more a Christian drinks inte it, the 
more will he be of the apostle’s mind, who says, J count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. Paul 
was a man of extensive knowledge. The words would have had little 
meaning from aman who knew but little else; but Paul was a man of 
*xtensive knowledge in every department, and yet says, J count ail 
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things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord. Now this is for the word of the Lord to grow. Isit not thus, 
Christians, that the more you know of Christ, the better you love him? 
that the more you know of the gospel, the more you love it, and the 
more it appears to excel all other knowledge? He that believeth it Not, 
the more he knows of it, the more he hates it. It was so among the 
Jews: But now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father, 
An unbeliever, who by Providence is called under the preaching of the 
gospel, the more he knows of it, the more he feels. his heart rising 
against it: the more he is obliged to have to do with it, the more he feels 
his enmity excited. But he that believes the gospel, the more he 
knows of it, the more he loves it, and counts all things but loss for the 
excellency of that knowledge. 

Finally, the word of the Lord may be said to grow in us, when we 
are gradually conformed to the spirit of it. What is true religion’ 
It is to be of God’s mind. It is for our thoughts to be as God's 
thoughts; our mind to be as God’s mind; our heart to be as God's 
heart. If God’s heart is manifested by the gospel of his Son, it is for 
us to embrace that gospel, and to be of that mind ; and in proportion 
as our minds are assimilated into the mind of God, to love what he 
loves, to hate what he hates, to pursue what he pursues; and the more 
we become of this spirit, the more the word of the Lord may be said 
to grow in us. Judge ye whether the word of the Lord has grown in 
you. 

And this is the way God generally causes it to multiply. We do 
not expect wheat, or any other grain, to multiply, till it has grown to 
individual maturity. We do not expect the word of God to multiply, 
till Christians are brought in a great degree into a likeness with God. 
There is an important connexion, I apprehend, between the growth 
and the multiflying of the word of God. Ido not mean to say every 
minister is successful in proportion to his own spirituality. No; there 
is sovereignty enough in the success, to keep any of us from boasting; 
to keep those who are most successful from boasting ; and from 
saying, I am holier than he who is less successful. And yet there is 
such a connexion between the progress of true religion in the soul and 
in the world, as to furnish abundant encouragement for us to promote 
religion* in the heart, as the means of promoting public religion. 
Whenever God has been determined to bless any part of mankind, and 
to succeed the gospel in any remarkable way, it has always been by 
raising up men of distinguished personal godliness. When he was 
pleased to accomplish a great work in the Jewish church, it was by 
raising up Nehemiah, a man that laboured for the public good without 
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receiving any reward for it. When God had a mind to extend his 
gospel among the heathen, it was by raising up a Paul; aman so dis- 
interested, that though he was qualified to fill one of the first stations 
in his day, and might have raised himself to the highest pitch of world- 
ly honour and eminence, as we may conclude from the zeal and abili- 
ty which he displayed, and his feeling so much at home, when plead- 
ing before Agrippa, yet he said—J count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; and, so far from 
repenting, J do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him. Would you see aman that God had raised up in order 
to spread the gospel in the earth, you would see a man that had a heart 
full of spirituality. The word grows in the mind, before it can be ex- 
pected to grow much inthe world. Similar remarks might be made 
of all the great revivals that have taken place in the world. Witness 
Luther, and a number of the reformers, to say nothing of characters 
that are now living. The greatest works of God are carried on by 
men in whom the word of God first grows: nor is it confined to minis- 
ters; but when the Lord was pleased to spread the gospel in the Jewish 
and heathen world, it was by men among whom the grace of God grew. 
There is, my brethren, but little expcetation of the gospel’s spreading, 
unless there be aspirit of prayer, and holy zeal, of disinterestedness ; a 
willingness in us to lay ourselves out tothe uttermost. Whenever we 
see this, we may hope that the word of the Lord will grow and multiply. 

It is remarkable David viewed things in this order. Personating 
the church, he says, * God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and 
cause his face to shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon the 
earth.” So that God’s ordinary way of blessing the word, of diffus- 
ing the gospel, is, by beginning to bless the church that now is; by 
beginning, as it were, at home: and we have no reason to expect the 
progress of the gospel among us, or in foreign nations, but as it grows 
in our own minds. Considering things in this connexion, what encour- 
agement is there to be conversant with the scriptures; to make reli- 
gion a business ; to be concerned that the word of God may not only 
have fidace in us, but grow in us, that there may be growing attach- 
ment to its excellence, and increasing conformity toits spirit! It was 
thus that the word of God grew and multiplied in that day ; and it will 
be thus that it will grow through the earth in our days, or in the days 
of our posterity. 

I will close with only one word. It must be planted there, before it 
can either grow or multiply.—Brethren, this is the origin; this the 
root.—T he word ofGod must have place in our minds, must have place 
inour hearts, else it can neither grow nor multiply. Be it your con- 
Vou. IL—Noe. XVI. i 
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cern then, if you have hitherto treated it with levity, to repent, and 
believe the gospel. 


—2 +o 


REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER OF ADONI-BEZEK. 


THE conquest of Canaan was gradual. Joshua began the work, 
and David completed it. On the decease of the former of these pious 
heroes, the Israelites remembering the command of God to exter. 
minate the inhabitants, inquired of the Lord, saying, “ Who shall go 
up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them?” Judah 
was appointed to enter on the work, and Simeon, whose lot was con- 
tiguous to his brother’s, accompanied him. Their first expedition 
was against Bezek. After a severe slaughter of the Canaanites and 
the Perizites, “ Adoni-bezek fled, and they pursued after him, and 
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. And Adoni-be- 
zek said, threescore and ten kings having their thumbs and great toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, so hath 
God requited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there 
he died.” 

It has been observed that opportunity makes men. It unquestion- 
ably discovers their tempers, and prepares the way for the exhibition 
of vice or virtue. Such as move in private spheres of life have reason 
to be thankful, that their temptations to sin are, by this circumstance, 
diminished. One would have supposed that the heart of the monarch 
of Bezek might have been satisfied with victory, without the cruel 
purpose of mutilating the bodies of the conquered. It appears it was 
not. He has their thumbs cut off, that they no more may grasp a 
weapon, and their great toes, probably with the expectation that their 
future flight would become impeded. Joseplhius asserts that he struck 
off their hands and feet. In this deplorable condition, they gathered 
their meat, like dogs, under their mas.er’s table, presenting a melan- 
choly proof of the instability of crowns and diadems. If Adoni-bezek 
be a fair example of the common character of the Canaanites, we 
cease to wonder that God should have commanded their destruction. 
Depravity was triumphant—their cup was full. 

Sometimes iniquity is punished in the present life. Of this truth, 
the old world, and the cities of Sodom, Pharaoh, Herod and Adoni-be- 
zek are fearful instances. Delay is no indication of safety. Threescore 
and ten times the sinner may repeat the deeds to which insolence and 
barbarity excite, but he shall find the justice of God overtake him, 
perhaps at an hour when it is least anticipated. Signal crimes invite 
signal indications of divine displeasure. When God begins to chas- 
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tise, he is never at a loss for means. He has always his Urim to di- 
rect; his Judahs and Simeons to execute. Exalted station offers no 
impediment. The princes of the earth are vanity before him. 

The Divine Being often visits men in such a way as that in their 
calamities they may trace their offences. Adoni-bezek, bereft of his 
thumbs and great toes, acknowledges this; “ as I have done, so God 
hath requited me.” This tenour of conduct agrees with the declara- 
tions of scripture. Wo to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not 
spoiled ; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously 
with thee: when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and 
when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal 
treacherously with thee” The language of God is, “If ye walk 
contrary to me, I will walk contrary to you.”” Men shall receive the 
measure they mete. If we deny Him, he will deny us. The govern- 
ment of Jehovah corresponds with this solemn truth. Jacob deceiv- 
ed Esau, and Laban deceived Jacob David injured Uriah, and Ab- 
stlom David. Jezebel caused the dogs to lick the blood of Naboth 
on the same spot, the same animals devour her own. Haman would 
hang Mordecai, and is hanged himself on the gallows he had pre- 
pared. The Israelites were wearied with the worship of God, and he 
sends them into the land of idolaters. Rome has been drunk with 
the blood of the prophets, and she shall have blood to drink. He that 
leadeth into captivity is led into captivity, and he that killeth with the 
sword may expect to be killed with the sword. Do the wicked say to 
Jehovah, “ Depart from us;” he will say, “ Depart from me, ye 
cursed.’ Do good men return to folly, God returns to his place. 

Affliction is often rendered a means of leading men to acknowledge 
Jehovah, and to bow in solemn submission to the strokes of his hand. 
Possibly it had such an effect on the mind of Adoni-bezek. Before 
Simeon and Judah invaded his dominions, he was probably a worship- 
per of Baalim and Ashteroth. Now he is heard saying, * Gop has re- 
quited me.”’ It is happy when men in their distresses look beyond inter- 
mediate instruments to the great first Cause. “ Is there evil in the city, 
and the Lord hath not done it ?”? The Sovereign of the Universe will 
vindicate his character, and assert in the presence of his creatures, and 
compel them to acknowledge, that his throne is established in righte- 
ousness. Grateful that no unfeeling despot has been permitted to de- 
prive us of the members of our bodies, it will be our wisdom, and is 
our duty to consecrate them to the service of the Lord. The blood 
of the ram of consecration was by Moses put “ upon the tip of Aaron’s 
right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great 
toe of his right foot.” 
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NECESSITY OF CHRISTIANITY TO INDIA 


Population, 150,000,000. 


THE institutions of the Hindoos are unquestionably among the 
most ancient now in existence. The véda was written, no doubt, be- 
fore the time of David; and it is probable that the Hindoo supersti- 
tion, in one form or another, is now professed by 500,000,000 of the 
human family ; the deities worshipped throughout China, Japan, Tar- 
tary, the Burman empire, Siam, Ceylon, and India, being all of Hin. 
doo origin. 

The philosophical theory most prevalent among the Hindoos at 
present, in reference to the Divine Being, the duties of time, and fi. 
nal beatitude, is, that God is pure spirit, destitute of attributes; that 
he remains in his own eternal solitude and blessedness, like the un. 
ruffied ocean, unconnected with the creatures; that he is not an ob- 
ject of worship; that there are but two principles in the universe, 
spirit and matter ; that all life isspirit or God; that matter is inert; 
that all actions, good or evil, are to be attributed to spirit or God; 
that connexion with matter is.a state of punishment; that the great 
business of life is to obtain freedom from this union to matter; that 
this is only to be procured through the ceremonies or austerities cal]- 
ed jogue ; that by these ceremonies perfect abstraction, or the com- 
plete annihilation in the mind of its connexion with matter, is obtain- 
ed, and that this abstraction being realized, at death the soul of the 
jogee mixes with the all-pervading Spirit, that is, returns to the soul 
of the world.—There are now in India no jogees like those described 
in the Hindoo writings, though many assume appearances which show 
that they wish to be considered jogees. 

It will be seen, that this system of philosophy carries us to the 
Athenian inscription, “the unknown God ;” that it makes spirit, or 
God, the author of sin; that it annihilates all the social feelings; con- 
signs to infamy all the relations and occupations of life ; and destroys 
all separate existence after death. 

The popular superstition proposes no higher benefit to the most 
devout, than that they shall, after innumerable transmigrations, be- 
come jogees. 

In the Hindoo writings, the work of creation is attributed to Brum- 
ha, the work of providence to Vishnoo, and the work of destruction 
to Seeb ; all created beings. These deities, according to the Hindoo 
accounts, are continually opposing, thwarting each other in the ad- 
ministration of human affairs. What a triad! 

The objects of worship are the gods; these are said to amount te 
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330,000,000. Among those very commonly worshippped are the 
cow; Hunooman, a monkey; Aununta, the serpent; and Krishnoo, 
an infamous lecher, and Radha, his concubine. The car of Jugun- 
nat’h is covered with paintings descriptive of actions the most inde- 
cent and infamous; and the worship at the festivals is connected with 
the open exhibition of indecencies, which can never be described to 
a Christian people. Gopal, a learned bramhun, acknowledged to Mr. 
Marshman, of Serampore, that he never went to the temple on these 
occasions without hiding himself behind one of the pillars. This is 
the worshifp of the Hindoos ; that which should fit them for the du- 
ties of time, and the blessedness of eternity ! 

Infanticide has been practised in India from time immemorial : 
the rajpoots, a considerable tribe of Hindoos, put all their female chil- 


_ dren to death as soon as born ;—not one survives! They marry in 


other tribes. Many Hindoo females, after marriage, make a vow to 
offer to the deity their first child, and these children of the vow are 
drowned in the Burumpootra, and other sacred rivers. 

The Hindoo writings encourage persons afflicted with an incurable 
distemper to drown themselves in some sacred river, or to throw 
themselves under the wheels of the car of Jugunnat’h, or to cast 
themselves into a fire prepared by their relatives. Multitudes annu- 
ally perish by these means; as they are promised by the shaster a 
healthful body in the next transmigration; and they believe, that if 
they die a natural death, the same disease will cleave to them in the 
following, and perhaps in successive births. At an annual festival in 
honour of the god Seeb, multitudes inflict on their bodies the most 
shocking cruelties: some have large hooks thrust through the flesh 
of their backs, by which they are drawn up into the air, and swung 
round, for fifteen or twenty minutes, the whole weight of the body 
suspended on the flesh resting on these hooks; others have a large 
slit cut through the centre of their tongue; others cast their naked 
bodies on open knives fastened in a woolsack, from a height of ten 
feet from the ground; others have cords drawn between the skin and 
the ribs in each side, while they dance in honour of this deity ; and 
these devotees close this festival by dancing, with their feet uncover- 
ed, on burning coals. 

Such is the superstitious faith of the Hindoos in the supposed ef- 
ficacy of the waters of the sacred rivers in India, that multitudes, in 
a state of perfect health, put an end to life by drowning them- 
selves in these rivers. At a junction of two sacred rivers at Allaha- 
bad, crowds thus perish every year. Capt. Pudner saw sixteen fe- 
males drown themselves in one morning, as he sat at his own window 
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at Allahabad; and while Dr. Robinson resided there, twelve mey, 
at once, with pans fastened to their necks, plunged into the river, and 
sunk to rise no more. The missionary residing there often writes jp 
the utmost distress at beholding the number of victims who are jm. 
molated in this awful manner. 

More than a thousand persons are supposed to perish annually jp 
the pilgrimages to the temples and rivers of India. 

All the dying, residing near enough to the Ganges and other sacreq 
rivers, are hurried, in the agonies of death, and exposed in the open 
air, to the scorching sun by day, and to the dews of night, that they 
may, as they hope, be purified in their last moments by these waters, 
The deaths of multitudes who might survive are thus hastened, and 
indescribable miseries are hereby inflicted on the dying. 

Mr. Ward has brought with him from India an official document, 
signed by the British magistrates, from which it appears, that, in one 
of the three presidencies of British India only, the presidency of 
Bengal, in the year 1817, seven hundred and six widows were Buryy 
ALIVE ‘ OF BURIED ALIVE,’ leaving behind them thousands of orphans, 
thus deprived of father and mother in one day! Mr. Ward has him. 
self witnessed the burning alive of three widows; and might have 
witnessed many more if he could have endured the horrid sight. In 
what other part of the world have fires like these ever been kindled, 
and murders like these, at noon day, ever been perpetrated? The 
savage monsters of the forest who live on blood, protect their off. 
spring; but the superstition of the Hindoos transforms the mother 
into a monster more savage than the tiger, and compels the son to 
set fire to the pile which is to devour the living mother, who fed him 
from her breasts and dandled him on her knees! And these infernal 
deeds are perpetrated amidst the exultations of “the mild and amia- 
ble bramhuns,”’ whose shouts rend the air, while the poor victim, the 
heart broken widow, utters her frantic screams, and while her flesh 
palpitates amidst the flames. Mr. Ward is firmly persuaded that 
the number of widows who thus annually perish in that part of India 
alone, is far, far greater than the numbers announced in this official 
statement. 

Such are a few of the positive miseries brought on India, in this 
world, by the religion of these “ mild bramhuns.” To remove these 
miseries only, by diffusing the light of Christianity, at whatever ex- 
pense, is surely worthy the efforts of those who call themselves Chris- 
tian philanthropists. 

But this is not the end of this tale of wo:—For all the millions of 
children in India there is not provided the smallest moral instruc- 
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tion whatever ; there is not a single school for girls throughout that 
yast continent ; and amongst 75,000,000 of females, not twenty individ- 
yalsare able either to read or write! What wives—what mothers 
these! No wonder that they destroy their offspring, and that their 


offspring destroy them ! 


Some persons have contended that the Hindoos are a moral people; 
but how should a people be moral, whose gods are personifications of 
sin, Whose priests are notorious for impurity and rapacity, whose tem- 
ples are houses of ill fame, and whose religious ceremonies, instead 
of purifying the mind, excite nothing but impure associations? There 
isnot a people on earth so thoroughly given up to lasciviousness, to 
deception, to falsehood, and to fraud, as the Hindoos, and so complete- 
ly destitute of principle. Surely they need Christianity who have no 


' better God than Jugunnat’h, i. e. the stump of a tree, no better Sa- 


yiour than the Ganges, no other expectation in death than that of 
transmigrating into the body of some reptile. 

But Christianity has doubtless a most important reference to a fu- 
ture state. The apostle tells us, “ There is no other name given un- 


| der heaven whereby we can be saved, but the name of Christ.” Here, 


in India, 150,000,000 of immortal beings have, every thirty years, 
been passing into eternity, like the worshippers of the goddess Diana, 
«without God, without Christ, and without hope in the world.” 
Where is our regard to the authority of Christ, whose command 
is still unrepealed, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 


i « every creature,” if such a loud call for Christian help is disregard- 


oo 


ed? Where “the mind that was in Christ Jesus??? What kind of es- 
timate do we form of the value of the interposition of Christ, the value 
of Christianity, if in such circumstances as those of the Hindoos, we 
think they may do well enough without Christianity’? If the gospel 
was necessary to the generation living in the time of Paul, it must be 
equally necessary to all men now; if necessary to one nation, it must 
be necessary to all, for the spiritual state of man is every where sub- 
stantially the same. If necessary to Athens, it must be so to India. 

But it is said, foreigners can do nothing for India ;—they cannot 
obtain access to the Hindoos; the natives will not hear them; they 
will not read what they publish. Asa complete answer to these mis- 
takes, Mr. Ward, who has been engaged as a missionary on the spot, 
that is, at Serampore, during the last twenty years, offers the following 
rapid sketch of 

THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 

Dr. Carey and his brethren have translated and published the whole 

bible in the Shanscrit, the learned language of India, and the parent 
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of fifty dialects; also in the Bengalee, spoken by twelve millions of 
people ; and in the Hindee, the Marhatta, and the Orissa. They have 
also translated and published the New Testament in the Chinese, the 
Punjabee, the Telinga, the Assam, the Gujuratee, the Pushtoo, the 
Kunkun, and the Kurnata languages ; and when Mr. Ward was leay. 
ing Serampore, there were twelve more new versions in the press, 
The scriptures have been thus published already, in whole or in part, 
in twenty-five of the languages of India; and these translations have 
been the entire means of some of the most interesting conversions jp 
India, of comforting many a dying Hindoo, and of spreading a greg 
light in those dark regions. 

More than a thousand individuals have been received by these mis. 
sionaries into the Christian church by baptism ; and more than six 
hundred of these were Hindoos or Mahometans who had not pre- 
viously lost cast; and a few were persons of the highest cast, bram. 
huns. 

In the schools established by these missionaries, there were, when 
Mr. Ward left Serampore, eight thousand heathen children under in. 
struction ; and he supposes there could not be less than 12,000 mor 
in the schools established by the Bengal government, by other mission. 
aries, and by private gentlemen. 

The change in the views of the British government in India, in the 
minds of the white population, and in those of the natives, in favour 
of the labours of missionaries, during the last twenty years, has been 
most astonishing. Many rich natives in Bengal are subscribers to 
native schools, and are united with the whites in various Christian in- 
stitutions, as in the Hindoo college, the school society, the school 
book society, &c. Before Mr Ward left Serampore, deputations of 
Hindoos from the towns around Serampore, were daily coming, e- 
treating that the missionaries would erect schools in their villages. The 
Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society have printed the Rev. Henry Mar- 
tyn’s translations of the Persian and Hindoost’hanee New Testaments, 
the Malay and the Armenian bibles, the Tamul and Cingalese New 
Testaments, &c. and Bible Societies have been established at Madras, 
Bombay, the Isle of France, Malacca, Batavia, Columbo, Bencoolen, 
Prince of Wales Island, Amboyna, &c. The Tranquebar mission 
has been blessed to the conversion of several thousands of Hindoos; 
to the Episcopal missionaries and to the English Independents, a con- 
siderable number have been added; and the missionaries sent from 
the United States have very pleasing prospects before them. In short, 
the moral revolution daily progressing in India is most cheering to 
every benevolent mind which has witnessed it. 
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Still it is confessed, that the universal diffusion of Christianity 
throughout India, amongst a population of 150 millions, is a work 
too vast ever to be completed by foreign missionaries: they have 
done much, and are still doing great things; and all that will be done 
must be originated and nourished for years by them; but to meet 
the whole case, we must call the converted natives to our aid. Sevene- 
ty-five thousand foreign missionaries can never be obtained, can never 
be supported ; and yet these would be necessary to teach half the 
population, giving one thousand souls to each missionary. No, if all 
India is ever to be taught, it must be by the Christian knowledge, 
the talents and zeal of its own christianized population ; and, blessed 
be God, the Serampore missionaries have already fifty native preach- 
ers in the field; and these native preachers alone, without the labour 
of the foreign missionaries, have been the means of raising several 
very large societies or churches of converted heathen, and the talents 
of some of them are most respectable. 
Having been thus blessed, Dr. Carey and his colleagues have com- 
menced a 
NATIVE MISSIONARY COLLEGE AT SERAMPORE, 


For illuminating India by its own converted and educated fiopiulation, 


and thus delivering it, and ultimately all Asia, from the most cruel 
the most degrading, and most impure system of superstition that 
ever existed on earth. 

In point of expense, a knowledge of the languages, a capacity of en- 
during the heat of the climate, &c. the native missionary, (supposing 
him to be equal in grace and Christian knowledge) is a fer superior 
agent to the foreigner. A native may be supported in this college 
for 45 dollars a year; and should he have the gifts and success of a 
Krishnu, a Sebuk-Ram, or a Ram-Mohun, to what higher purpose 
could a Christian devote 45 doliars, than to prepare such an interest- 
ing substitute in a heathen land. 

To form a fund for giving, in this college, divine knowledge to 
these native evangelists, Mr. Ward has visited the United States. 
This fund will be left in America, and the interest be annually sent 
out to Serampore, and exclusively and sacredly applied to this most 
important object. 

By all that is degrading and deplorable in the present moral cir- 
cumstances, and by all that is tremendous in the future prospects of 
150,000,000 of beings equally rational and immortal with ourselves ;— 
by the cries of all these dying infants ;—by the sufferings and whitening 
bones of all these pilgrims ;—by the anguish of all these victims of 
Vor. IL—Noe. XVI. 2K 
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superstition on the swinging post, with their pierced tongues, thei; 
bleeding sides, their scorched feet ;—by the untimely deaths of ajj 
these unhappy beings drowned in the Ganges, and by the groans of 
all the dying on its banks ;—by the screams of these seven hundred 
widows convulsed with agony in the flames of the funeral pile, and 
by the tears and misery of the thousands of orphans surrounding these 
horrible fires ;—in the name of all these millions of interesting youths 
rising up in the most deplorable ignorance—of these 75,000,000 of 
females, soliciting human and divine knowledge at our hands—and of 
the whole population of India;—-in the name of the Great Puinay- 
THROPIsT ; and by all that is civilizing, moralizing, consoling and re- 
deeming in Christianity—the missionary from Serampore makes his 
appeal to all that is Christian in the United States; and present ap 
pearances indicate, that this appeal will not be made in vain. 


— D+ ao — 
CHITTAGONG. 


PLACES which, under other circumstances, had been little re. 
garded, derive to themselves importance from their becoming the 
field of missionary exertions. Chittagong, or as it is otherwise call- 
cd, Isiamabad, whither Mr. Colman has recently gone, is both the 
name of a province and a chief town on the peninsula which divides 
the bay of Bengal from the Chinese sea. The town is on a river of 
the same name, and situated about twelve miles from the bay ; a lit- 
tle more thay two hundred miles from Calcutta, eastward. The in- 
habitants are descendants of the Arrakanese. They are popularly 
known by the name of Mugs, so called from having been subjects of 
the great Mogo. They consist of independent tribes, scattered over 
the Dumbuck hills and among the deep jungles with which the coun- 
try abounds. Their villages are spread through the region. The 
soil is less fertile than some other parts of Bengal. Cotton is manu- 
factured among them, and the timber of the country is very superior. 
Many of the inhabitants are graziers. Some subsist by hunting, taming 
and selling wild elephants, with which the woods abound. Their 
houses are formed of bamboo canes, or the branches of palm trees. 
Their religion, it is presumed, resembles that of the people of Arra- 
kan, who particularly venerate the god of the four winds, whom they 
regard as the author of all diseases; and to whom, for the recovery 
of health, they offer their solemn oblations. Their coffins are adorn- 
ed with figures of horses, elephants and eagles, as if to conduct the 
departed spirit to its destination. Their images for worship are con- 
structed of clay, and nardened in the sun. 
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Mavor, in his Universal History, informs us that it is recorded of an 
ancient king of Arrakan, that he was induced, through supersti- 
tion, to commit one of the most barbarous acts mentioned in the an- 
nals of history. Having been made to believe that he would not long 
survive his coronation, when the ceremony was proceeding and the 
high priest was in the act of placing the diadem up6n his head, he 
stopped him, and refused having the ceremony completed for twelve 
years. He at length consulted a famous mahommedan magician on 
the proper means of averting the threatened misfortune. This wretch 
told him that he must make a composition of the hearts of six thou- 
sand of his subjects, four thousand white cows, and twothousand pigeons, 
and that he must also build and inhabit a house the foundation of 
which must rest on females in a state of pregnancy. The monster 
listened attentively to the advice of the mussulman, complied with 
the injunction, and it is said that the lives of eighteen thousand human 
beings were sacrificed for the purpose of preserving his own. 


Haste, sov’reign mercy, and transform 
Their cruelty to love! 


—2 +a 


ON THE SITUATION OF EDEN. 


A communication has been received from a distant and unknown friend, occasion- 
ed by the essay in our 12th number, on the situation of Eden. The object of 
the author is to show that the garden was situated in America, at the head of the 
rivers Mississippi, Columbia, M‘Kensie’s, and St. Lawrence. Though we are 
not convinced by his arguments, yet we are gratified with the amiable spirit in 
which he has written; and as some of our readers may wish to see what can be 
said in favour of the hypothesis, we present them with the following extract. 


I HAVE in my possession an old manuscript, written by a modern 
philosopher, in which I find the idea held forth of the garden of Eden 
having been situated in America. This put me upon a more parti- 
cular inquiry respecting this country, and comparing it with the 
account, given in the Scriptures, of Eden; when I was surprised to 
find so many circumstances combining and agreeing with the account 
given by Moses, as put it almost beyond a doubt that here was the 
garden, and that Moses was well acquainted with the geographical 
Situation of our country. Here we find four of the largest rivers in 
the world, rising as it were out of one fountain, and running four dif- 
ferent courses, watering a large and extensive tract of the most fertile 
land on earth, surrounded by mountains, like walls, on every side. Let 
us compare the account :-— Moses says the first is Pison, having respect 
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to the most noted or magnificent stream. What the phrase Pisoy 
means, the learned have not told us. But the said Pison is that which 
compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold, and the 
gold of that land is good; there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 
This I take to mean the Mississippi, which signifies the father of 
waters, or first and master stream. This then is the first river on the 
continent, whose waters are of such a healing quality, that it is obser. 
ved by all travellers, and is preferred to the best fountain water fey 
common use, and the oldest inhabitants of its shore use no other. No 
country in the world more abounds with gold than Mexico and the 
adjoining provinces; and pearls are found there in great abundance. 
But it is observed by some author, that bdellium signifies a fragrant 
gum ; if so, then on the waters of this river are found a tree yielding 
the most fragrant gum, not surpassed by any of the European or 
Asiatic perfumes. (Hennessin’s Account of America.) American Unj- 
versal Geography, by J. Morse, page 757. The second is Gihon, &c. 
To this answers the great Columbia, rising east of that great chain of 
mountains interlocking its branches with those of the Mississippi, 
bending its course westward and south, breaking through those ever 
snow-topt mountains composing the whole land of California. See 
Gass’s Journal of a Tour to the West. And the name of the third is 
Hiddekel. This phrase signifies lightness or swiftness, a swift run. 
ning stream. That is it which goeth towards the east of Assyria, 
M‘Kinsey’s River, or River of the West, exactly answers to this de. 
scription: interlocking its head spring with those of the Mississippi, 
thence running through the Lake of the Woods, falls over the moun- 
tains to the north-west; flows through Lake Minnopick, the Slave 
Lake, &c.; falls into the North Sea or Frozen Ocean, in latitude 70, 
its whole course being direct towards the east of Assyria. (M‘Kin- 
sey’s Voyage.) And the fourth river is Euphrates, which answers to 
the “t. Lawrence, whose fountain also heads with those of M‘Kinsey’s 
and tiie Mississippi and Columbia; and this certainly is a noted river 
for the accommodation of trade, passing in its course eastward through 
many great lakes or inland seas, sufficient to carry the largest ships. 
Here then we have all the natural description of a country with its 
rivers, which Moses has given us of Eden. That the country hath 
been once inhabited by a people having knowledge of the arts and 
sciences, will not be denied. 








Letter from Mr. Colman. 


MISSIONARY IN TELLIGENCE.—FOREIGN. 


MISSION TO BURMAH. 


From the Kev. Mr. Calman to the Cor. Sec., dated Chittagong, June 17th, 1820. 


AGREEABLY to our last united communication to the Board, I left Rangoon on 
March 27th, and after a pleasant voyage of three weeks, arrived at Calcutta. In 
this city I had designed to continue only a few days; but various circumstances 
prevented my departure until May 19th, and the 5th of June following found me 
in this place. 

The district of Chittagong contains 1,200,000 inhabitants. The principal part 
of this number are Mahometans. As yet I have been able to ascertain but little 
respecting the converted Arrakanese. They reside between forty and fifty miles 
from this place, and, as the rainy season has commenced, I shall be under the ne- 
cessity of deferring a visit to them until the expiration of several months. This 
isa severe disappointment, as I anticipated the happiness of immediate inter- 
course with them. I expect, however, in a short time, to obtain a teacher, by 
means of whose assistance I hope to be better qualified than I am at present to 
afford them instruction. 

Having but just arrived, I cannot speak with any degree of certainty respecting 
the possibility of establishing a mission in Chittagong. A considerable time must 
elapse before this point can be satisfactorily settled. As this district lies upon 
the borders of the Honourable Company’s dominions, it has been watched with 
jealousy by the general government, and no person, unless born in the country, 
has been permitted to enter without the severest scrutiny. Iam happy, how- 
ever, to say that my arrival appears to have excited no alarm; and am_begin- 
ning to hope that, if a prudent course is adopted, a mission may eventually be 
established in this place, should such a procedure be agreeable to the Board. 

It is doubtful whether a missionary. would be allowed to settle in that part 
of the district where the Arrakanese reside. Hence, if he acquires their language, 
he must, during a considerable part of his time be absent from them, and be sur- 
rounded by those who speak a different language. The Hindoosthanee is gene- 
rally spoken in this part of the country ; and should a missionary acquire that 
language, he would be favoured with a field of labour at his own door. 

With this I send a number of extracts from my journal. The reasons which 
induced me to leave Rangoon, some of my exercises redative to that event, and 
a few incidents that occurred while journeying, are there mentioned. 


——2 + on 


Fxtracts from Mr. Colman’s Journal. 


Fzsavany 28th.—Considering the uncertainty of our continuance in Burmah, 
we decided this morning, that I should attempt to establish a mission in Chitta- 
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gong. If the plan proves successful, a place of resort and refuge will be open, in 
case the violence of the Burman government compels the entire removal of the 
mission from Rangoon. Many painful feelings have been excited by the prospect 
of leaving this place. Nothing but the advice of brother Judson, and a conyic. 
tion of duty could have induced me to acquiesce in this measure. 

March 5th.—Enjoyed this evening the inestimable privilege of sitting at the 
sacramental board with converted Burmans. It was an interesting season: and 
rendered peculiarly so by the consideration, that probably it was the last I should 
at present enjoy in Burmah. 

March 12th.—Have had many trials as it respects leaving this place ; but felt to 
commit myself to God. May he direct me in the path of duty. O, permit me 
not to go hence, unless thy Spirit guides me ! 


On board the Lady Castlereagh. 


March 28th.--Yesterday afternoon, Mr. and Mrs. Judson accompanied us to the 
wharf, when we had a sorrowful parting. We already begin to feel the loss of 
their endeared society. 

April 10th.—A fortnight to-day since we came on board. During this time we 
have had contrary winds continually ; but still have made considerable progress, 
and no accident has occurred. We expected to have a quick passage ; but our 
heavenly Father has ordered otherwise. Have had some sense of the importance 
of being suitably prepared for the scene befure me. Am more satisfied every day 
of my unfitness for the work of God. He only can qualify me for it. 

April 17th.—Arrived at Calcutta. 

April 24th.—Captain White, who usually resides in Chittagong, and whose wife 
is a member of the Lal-Bazar church, is now in Calcutta, and willing to afford 
me the utmost of his assistance. He has kindly offered me his boat, and deducted 
from the usual price two hundred rupees. As it will be fitted out under his 
own direction, our voyage will be attended with much less danger than was an- 
ticipated. 

May 19th —This morning at 6 o’clock arrived at the small schooner in which 
we are to proceed to Chittagong. The tides being low, she had removed several 
miles from the city, and 1 was seeking her during the whole of a dark and rainy 
night. Was quite fatigued on my arrival ; but could not refrain from rejoicing 
that I was soon to proceed on my intended journey. 

May 20th.—Have entertained many distressing apprehensions lest the attempt 
which I am about to make at Chittagong should prove abortive ; but have derived 
some encouragement from the thought, that if the Lord designs us for usefulness 
in that field, he will open an effectual door. May I never be too solicitous about 
any situation, but be willing to settle in that place which Providence seems to de- 
signate. 

May 23d.—A heavy squall this afternoon. Was considerably alarmed, as we 
broke from our fastening on the shore, and a violent gust of wind drove us, al- 
though we had cast anchor, into the middle of the river. But a second anchor 
held us fast. We find that many inconveniences arise from all on board being un- 

acquainted with our language. Our way also has hitherto laid through an almost 
perfect wilderness. Besides, the consideration that we are proceeding to a place 
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with which we are totally unacquainted, and which does not contain an individual 
to whom we are personally known, serves much to depress our spirits. We feel 
that we are strangers in a strange land 

May 30th.—Arrived this evening at an arm of the sea which must be crossed 
before we reach Chittagong. The latter part of our passage through the Sun- 
derbunds has been delightful. On the banks were occasionally seen some clusters 
of native huts, flocks of cows with their keepers, gardens and fields covered with 
yarious kinds of grain. But while this pleasant scenery charmed my eye, it was 
distressing to think that the inhabitants of this luxuriant soil are ignorant of the 
heavenly country. O Lord, send forth thy truth, that it may conduct them to thy 
holy hill. 

May 31st.—Attempted to cross the arm of the sea; but the wind proved con- 
trary, and soon became quite violent. At one o’clock it almost blew a hurricane, 
and nearly carried us beneath the raging waves. The Lord, however, has graciously 
preserved us, and given us a new incitement to gratitude and ardour in his blessed 
service. This evening the wind has considerably abated, but the gathering clouds 
portend another storm. 

June ist.—Again we have reason to raise our Ebenezer, and say, “ Hitherto 
hath God helped us.” The wind was violent during the whole of last night, at- 
tended with thunder and lightning, and heavy showers ofrain. In the morning 
the lascars weighed anchor, wishing to find a more secure place than that in which 
we laid. For five hours we were dashed about by the conflicting elements, and, 
at 12 o’clock a heavy cloud poured its contents upon us with such dreadful fury, 
that for half an hour we concluded oursclves to be upon the brink of death. 
When the storm had a little subsided, we approached as near as possible to the 
shore, and let down the anchors. But our anxiety is by no means diminished. 
Our little bark is tossed to and fro in a frightful manner; and as we lie upon 
ashore which is open to the sea, there is no hope of relief until the storm abates. 

Chittagong, June Sth.—After spending five almost sleepless nights upon the 
raging waters, we find ourselves safely moored in a quiet place. How delightful 
is the calm of the river, after the tossings we have lately experienced! The mercy 
of the Lord is great. While hesent forth the furious elements, he spread over us 
his all-powerful hand, and saved us from every danger. May we be truly 
grateful. 

June 6th.Removed from the schooner to captain White’s bungalow, which he 
has kindly offered free of expense, until amore convenient house can be obtained. 
It would indeed be pleasant, had we a single friend in the place, or had we any 
certain prospects of continuance in it. As it respects the latter point, nothing 
positive can be determined for a considerable time. To that Friend which stick- 
eth closer than a brother, we feel a satisfaction in committing ourselves. May 
he lead us in the path of duty, and render us useful in the station which he as- 
‘gns us. 
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When through the medium of an East India paper we had heard of 
the return of brother Judson to Calcutta, we were filled with anxiety, 
lest by some new edict from Ava, or by some untoward measures 
among the police officers at Rangoon, the employment of farther 
means to enlighten the Burmans had been interdicted. While we 
mourn that the sickness of Mrs. Judson and the want of medical 
aid at Rangoon made the visit to Bengal necessary, we pray that, if 
it be the will of the Lord, the life of this valuable sister may be 
prolonged, and rejoice to find that the victories of the Cross are jp- 
creasing in Burmah. From the subsequent journal it will appear 
that five new converts have been baptized, who, together with the 
former, are willing to suffer shame and death for the Lord’s sake. 
and that the spirit of solemn inquiry is gaining ground. Brother 
Judson is so impressed with the importance of being present a 
Rangoon, that it is probable he will have to leave Mrs. J. at Cal. 
cutta or Serampore, under the care of an eminent physician, and 
for a while “work the work” of the Saviour who hath sent him 


i, 


cicwc. 
Continuation of Extracts from Mr. Judson’s Journal. 


Marcu 27th.—Brother and sister Colman took leave of us, and embarked for 
Bengal 

Marca 28th —We have converted one of the rooms lately occupied by brother 
Colman into a sort of chapel for evening worship, and conversation with those of 
the disciples and inquirers that live on the mission premises, and for stated wor. 
ship on Lord’s Day; thus finally abandoning the zayat, where, since our retum 
from Ava, we have had worship on Lord’s Day, with ciosed doors. The little 
chapel we call the new zayat. May its blessings prevail above the blessings of 
its progenitor 

Apri Ist.—In the evening we had a final conversation with Moung Shwa-ba, 
and became fully satisfied with the evidences of his conversion. We therefore 
expressed our willingness to receive him into church fellowship, and } announced 
to him my intention of baptizing him to-morrow, on which he expressed his gratr 
tude and joy 

Apnit 2d, Lord's Day—At night, after dark, we went privately to the accus 
tomed pond, and baptized the new disciple. Afterwards, sat down to the table 
of the Lord—two foreign and four native communicants. Three inquirers were 
admitted to be spectators 

Apntt 11th —A visit from Oo Yan, accompanied by two of his friends, who 
have been before. Long conversation on topics of the christian religion. 

Apnit 14th.—The women, mentioned March 26th, spent most of the day with 
Mrs. J. They regularly visit about once a week. Imentioa the visit of to-day, 
because it has afforded pretty satisfactory evidence, the principal one of the 
company, by name Mah Man-ia, has experienced divine grace. Her husband is 
one of the visiters, who came with Oo Yan, on the 11th. 

































Extracts from Mr. Judson’s Journal. 277 


Apart 15th.—Moung Shwa-ba has for some days been talking of a visit to Shwa- 
doung, his native place, to communicate the treasure which he has found, to his 
qumerous relations and friends. This evening, after expressing his desires, he 
sid, it had occurred to him, that it might be proper to ask permission or license 
soto do. Not that he aspired to set up as a teacher, far from that, but he wanted 
to feel, that, in communicating the gospel, he was proceeding in a regular au- 
thorized manner. He thought, that if two or three disciples could be raised in 
each of the large towns, it would much facilitate our operations. He was sure, 
that at least one in ten of his relations and friends, on hearing his story, could 
not help embracing the new religion. 1 secretly exulted at hearing his proposal, 
s evidently the result of christian principle, and exhorted him to constant self- 
‘tamination and prayer, as the means of discovering his own duty and the Divine 
vill. 
Apnrt 16th, Lord’s Day.—Early in the morning, the teacher Moung Shwa-gnong 
came in, after an absence of just a month. He was soon followed by Oo Yan and 
his two friends. They spent the whole day with me: all appear hopeful. The 
teacher remained us usual, after the others had left, and thereby afforded me an 
portunity for private conversation. He admitted that ail his objections to posi- 
ve commands were removed; and that it was his desire to be a full disciple; 
but when urged closely on the subject, he intimated that his wife and friends 
were opposed to his taking any decided step ; and that if he did, he was, more- 
wer, exposed to imminent danger of persecution and death. He mentioned these 
things with so much feeling, and such evident consciousness of simple weakness, 
ss completely disarmed me. My heart was wrung with pity. I sincerely sym- 
yathized with him, in his evident mental trials. I could not deny the truth of 
what he said; but gently hinted, as thy day is thy strength shall be, and pro- 
posed the example of the apostles and martyrs, the glory of suffering for Christ, 
ke. But the thought of the iron maul, and a secret suspicion, that if I was in 
his circumstances I should perhaps have no more courage, restrained my tongue. 
We parted with much solemnity, understanding one another better than ever be- 
fore. Ishall not probably see him again very soon, for it is too dangerous for a 
man of his distinction to be seen coming frequently to the mission house. 

Apart 20th.—Mah Men-la and her friends have been with Mrs. J. all day. She 
gives increasing evidence of being a real disciple ; but is extremely timid, through 
far of persecution. One of her remarks deserves notice, as a natural expression 
of true christian feeling. !am surprised, said she, to find this religion has such 
an effect on my mind, as to make me love the disciples of Christ more than my 
dearest natural relations. She is a woman of very superior discernment and men- 
tal energy. One of the women who has frequently accompanied her in her visits, 
met with 4 tract at old Pegu, about six weeks ago, and came all the way to Raa- 
goon, chiefly, she says, on that account. 

This day I have finished the translation of the epistle to the Ephesians, begun 
before I went to Ava, but intermitted on account of the weakness of my eyes. It 
with real joy that I put this precious writing into the hands of the disciples. 
Itisa great accession to their scanty stock of scripture, for they have had nothing 
hitherto but Matthew. Intend to give them Acts, as fast as my eyes will allow. 

Arnit 30th, Lord’s Day.—One of the busiest days Ihave ever spent. Not» 
multitude of visitants, as formerly. That we cannot expect in present ciscum- 
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When through the medium of an East India paper we had heard of 
the return of brother Judson to Calcutta, we were filled with anxiety, 
lest by some new edict from Ava, or by some untoward measures 
among the police officers at Rangoon, the employment of farther 
means to enlighten the Burmans had been interdicted. Whiie we 
mourn that the sickness of Mrs. Judson and the want of medica] 
aid at Rangoon made the visit to Bengal necessary, we pray that, if 
it be the will of the Lord, the life of this valuable sister may be 
prolonged, and rejoice to find that the victories of the Cross are jp. 
creasing in Burmah. From the subsequent journal it will appear 
that five new converts have been baptized, who, together with the 
former, are willing to suffer shame and death for the Lord’s sake. 
and that the spirit of solemn inquiry is gaining ground. Brother 
Judson is so impressed with the importance of being present at 
Rangoon, that it is probable he will have to leave Mrs. J. at Cal. 
cutta or Serampore, under the care of an eminent physician, and 
for a while “work the work” of the Saviour who hath sent him 
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Marcu 27th.—Brother and sister Colman took leave of us, and embarked for 
Bengal. 

Marcu 28th.—We have converted one of the rooms lately occupied by brother 
Colman into a sort of chapel for evening worship, and conversation with those of 
the disciples and inquirers that live on the mission premises, and for stated wor. 
ship on Lord’s Day; thus finally abandoning the zayat, where, since our retum 
from Ava, we have had worship on Lord’s Day, with ciosed doors. The little 
chapel we call the new zayat. May its blessings prevail above the blessings of 
its progenitor. 

Apri Ist.—In the evening we had a final conversation with Moung Shwa-ba, 
and became fully satisfied with the evidences of his conversion. We therefore 
expressed our willingness to receive him into church fellowship, and I announced 
to him my intention of baptizing him to-morrow, on which he expressed his grati- 
tude and joy. 

Apnit 2d, Lord's Day.—At night, after dark, we went privately to the accus- 
tomed pond, and baptized the new disciple. Afterwards, sat down to the table 
of the Lord—two foreign and four native communicants. Three inquirers were 
admitted to be spectators. 

Aprit 11th.—A visit from Oo Yan, accompanied by two of his friends, who 
have been before. Long conversation on topics of the christian religion. 

Apnit 14th.—The women, mentioned March 26th, spent most of the day with 
Mrs. J. They regularly visit about once a week. Imention the visit of to-day, 
because it has afforded pretty satisfactory evidence, the principal one of tbe 
company, by name Mah Man-la, has experienced divine grace. Her husband is 
one of the visiters, who came with Oo Yan, on the 11th. 
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Aprit 15th.—Moung Shwa-ba has for some days been talking of a visit to Shwa- 
goung, his native place, to communicate the treasure which he has found, to his 
qumerots relations and friends. This evening, after expressing his desires, he 
said, it had occurred to him, that it might be proper to ask permission or license 


| soto do. Not that he aspired to set up as a teacher, far from that, but he wanted 


to feel, that, in communicating the gospel, he was proceeding in a regular au- 
thorized manner. He thought, that if two or three disciples could be raised in 
each of the large towns, it would much facilitate our operations. He was sure, 
thatat least one in ten of his relations and friends, on hearing his story, could 
not help embracing the new religion. I secretly exulted at hearing his proposal, 
so evidently the result of christian principle, and exhorted him to constant self- 
etamination and prayer, as the means of discovering his own duty and the Divine 
vill. 

Ararit 16th, Lord’s Day.—Early in the morning, the teacher Moung Shwa-gnong 
came in, after an absence of just a month. He was soon followec by Oo Yan and 
his two friends. They spent the whole day with me: all appear hopeful. The 
teacher remained us usual, after the others had left, and thereby afforded me an 
opportunity for private conversation. He admitted that all his objections to posi- 
tivecommands were removed; and that it was his desire to be a full disciple ; 
but when urged closely on the subject, he intimated that his wife and friends 
were opposed to his taking any decided step; and that if he did, he was, more- 


| over, exposed to imminent danger of persecution and death. He mentioned these 


things with so much feeling, and such evident consciousness of simple weakness, 
ascompletely disarmed me. My heart was wrung with pity. I sincerely sym- 
pathized with him, in his evident mental trials. I could not deny the truth of 
what he said; but gently hinted, as thy day is thy strength shall be, and pro- 
posed the example of the apostles and martyrs, the glory of suffering for Christ, 
ke. But the thought of the iron maul, and a secret suspicion, that if I was in 
his circumstances I should perhaps have no more courage, restrained my tongue. 
We parted with much solemnity, understanding one another better than ever be- 
fore. Ishall not probably see him again very soon, for it is too dangerous for a 
man of his distinction to be seen coming frequently to the mission house. 

Arrit 20th.—Mah Men-la and her friends have been with Mrs. J. all day. She 
gives increasing evidence of being a real disciple ; but is extremely timid, through 
fear of persecution. One of her remarks deserves notice, as a natural expression 
of true christian feeling. 1am surprised, said she, to find this religion has such 
an effect on my mind, as to make me love the disciples of Christ more than my 
dearest natural relations. She is a woman of very superior discernment and men- 
talenergy. One of the women who has frequently accompanied her in her visits, 
met with 4 tract at old Pegu, about six weeks ago, and came all the way to Raa- 
goon, chiefly, she says, on that account. 

This day I have finished the translation of the epistle to the Ephesians, begun 
before I went to Ava, but intermitted on account of the weakness of my eyes. It 
is with real joy that I put this precious writing into the hands of the disciples. 
h is a great accession to their scanty stock of scripture, for they have had nothing 
hitherto but Matthew. Intend to give them Acts, as fast as my eyes will allow. 

Arnrt 30th, Lord’s Day.—One of the busiest days I have ever spent. Not» 
multitude of visitants, as formerly. That we cannot expect in present ciscum- 
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stances. But beside the usual evening assembly, there were eight or ten Present 
at worship, some of whom were with me from nine in the morning till ten at 
night. Mah Men-la and her company were with Mrs. J.. who, by the way, has 
had a serious attack of the liver complaint, for a fortnight past, and is now ip, 
course of salivation. 

Oo Yan, after having searched out all their difficult points of religion, came to 
day to the ne p/us ultra—How are sin and eternal misery reconcileable with th. 
character of an infinitely holy, wise, and powerful God? He at length obtained 
such satisfaction, that he could not restrain laughing, trom pure mental delight, 
and kept recurring to the subject, and repeating my remarks to those aroung 
him. He was accompanied, as usual, by his two friends, Moung Thah-a and 
Moung Myat-lah, husband of Mah Men-la. With these came also one Moung 
Yo, a disciple of Moung Shwa-gnong, a poor man, but asharp reasoner. He was 
or pretended to be on the semi-atheistic plan. (See March 10th.) After ascep. 
taining his precise ground, I used an argument, which, ina late combat wit) 
Oo Yan, I found quite invincible. Itis simply this; “No mind, no wisdom—ten. 
porary mind, temporary wisdom—eternal mind, eternal wisdom” Now as ,qli 
the semi-atheists firmly believe in eternal wisdom, this concise statement sweeps, 
with irresistible sway, through the very joints and marrow of their system 
And though it may seem rather simple and inconclusive to one unacquainted 
with Burman reasoning, its effect is uniformly decisive. No sooner is this short 
sentence uttered, than one significantly nods his head, as if to say, there you have 
it. Another cries out to the opponent, you are undone, destroyed. Anothe 
says, talk about wisdom ; where else will you find it?) The disputant himself, 
who was perhaps preparing a learned speech about the excellence and efficacy 
and eternity of wisdom, quite disconcerted by this unexpected onset, sits looking 
at the wreck of his system, and wondering at the simple means which has spread 
such ruin around him; presently he looks up (for the Burmans are frequently 
candid) and says, your words are very appropriate. And perhaps his next ques- 
tion is, How can I become a disciple of the God you worship? All the visiters 
to-day, and indeed all the semi-atheists, are despisers of Gaudama, and the esta- 
blished religion of the land. Moung Shwa-gnong has disseminated this heresy 
in Rangoon, for several years; but since he has become acquainted with us, he 
frequently tells his adherents, I know nothing; if you want true wisdom, go te 
the foreign teacher, and there you will find it. I have reason to believe, that 
this heresy is not confined to Rangoon, but is taking root in various parts of the 
country, and preparing the way for the Christian religion. O for toleration—a 
little toleration. We will be content to baptize in the night, and hold worship 
in private ; but we do pray that we may not be utterly banished from the land; 
that we may not be cut up root and branch. O that these poor souls, who are 
groping in the dark, feeling after the truth, may have time and opportunities to 
find the precious treasure, which will enrich them for evermore. We are all 
looking with anxiety towards the golden feet. Our viceroy, Moung Shwa-thah, 
has gone thither on a visit; and it is doubtful, whether he will return, or his 
rival Mya-day-men. If the latter, there is some reason to-hope that we shall 

keep footing in Rangoon, at least during his administration. 
May 5th.—Another visit from Moung Myat-lah and his wife, which has af- 
forded us good reason to hope, that he also has become a true believer. His 
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wife appears the same as usual. They are both gaining courage in regard to an 
open profession of the christian religion, and begin to wonder at the backward« 
ness of their former oracie, Moung Shwa-gnong. 

May 8th.—Moung Thah-a, the friend of Moung Myat-lah, has spent most of 
the day with me, and given equally good evidence of being a true disciple. He 
was formerly an officer under government, and amassed considerable property, 
which he mostly spent in building pagodas and making offerings. But he ob- 
tained no satisfaction, found no resting place for his soul, until he became ac- 
quainted with the religion of Jesus. He now rests in this religion, with conscious 
security—believes and loves all that he hears of it—and prays that he may become 
fully a true disciple of the Saviour. 

Both of these men are respectable householders, rather above the middling 
class. They live in a little village called Nan-dau-gong, about half a mile from 
the mission house. Moung Myat-lah, has a large family; but Moung Thah-a has 
none; and were it not for an aged mother who depends on him, he would follow 
me, he says, throughout the world. 

May 12th.—The three visiters from Nan-dau-gong have been with us part of 
theday. One characteristic trait in these people is a particular love for the 
scriptures. They almost quarrel with one another, for the only copy of the 
Ephesians, which I have given them, and I therefore determine to spare thera 
another, as soon as it is done. They say, that the translation of this epistle is 
plainer and more easily understood, than that of Matthew, which is very encour- 
aging to me, as I made it, without the assistance of any person, not even a Bur- 
man teacher. My old teacher went to Ava, some months ago; and I am now 
afraid to employ another, lest he should become too well acquainted with the 
disciples and inquirers, and betray them to government. 

May 14th, Lord’s Day.—A very busy day with the Nan-dau-gong visiters, and 
the usual evening assembly. 

May 18th.—Mah Myat-la and Mah Doke, who have frequently accompanied 
their relation, Mah-Men-la, came to day by themselves. They appearto be un- 
der solemn religious impressions, sensible of their sin and danger, and anxious to 
obtain an interest in the Saviour; but are yet unenlightened, in regard to the way. 
Mah Baik also, sister of Moung Thah-lah, who formerly afforded us some en- 
couragement, but afterwards fell off, has-recommenced visiting us. We hope, 
that during several months confinement, she has not in vain meditated on the 
truths she formerly heard. She says, that her mind is changed, that she loves 
the Saviour, and trusts in him alone for sa.vation from sin and hell, and desires 
to become his disciple in full by receiving baptism. Her husband, Moung Nyo- 
dwa, and Moung Thah-yah, another resident in our yard, whom, I think, I have 
not yet mentioned, are constant attendants on evening worship, and seem to be 
making slow advances in the knowledge and love of divine truth. Moung Shwa- 
ba, the last baptized, begins to appear to great advantage—has very correct ideas 
of the gospel system—and communicates truth to the inquirers, with much feeling 
and animation. In zeal for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, he sur- 
passes the older disciples. This isthe man, who, from not knowing that there 
was such a being in the universe as a God, became a speculative believer, a pen- 


itent, a hopeful recipient of grace, and a candidate for baptism, all in the space 


of three days. Some of the above-mentioned have, on the contrary, been several 
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months in making similar attainments, and are yet found wanting. Thus divers 
are the operations of the Holy Spirit. 

May 22d.—Spent several pleasant hours, with some of the Nan-dau-gong peo. 
ple. Mah Men-la ventures at last to request baptism, but wishes to wait a litt 
to see whether her husband and some of her friends will not join her. 

May 23d.—A visit from the doctor Oo Yan, after a long interval. He appears 
to be fully convinced of the truth of the Christian religion, and of his own dark 
and sinful state. He compares himself toa person whio rejoices, at intervals, ig 
the light of a glow-worm, but finds, alas, that it is but momentary. He was ge. 
companied by Moung Myat-lah, who appears almost decided. Says he is going \y 
visit his former teacher, Moung Shwa-gnong, and persuade him to join the Ng. 
dau-gong company, in receiving baptism. 

May 26th.—A visit from Moung Shwa-gnong. He seems to have made no a/. 
vanee, in any respect, since his last visit. 

May 28th, Lord’s Duy.—A considerable company at worship. After worship 
had a difficult discussion with Oo Yan, on the reconcileableness ofjthe divine y. 
racity with the doctrine of vicarious atonement. 

In the evening, Moung Myat-yah (mentioned March 26th) and Moung Thab- 
yah requested baptism. The former has given satisfactory evidence for som 
time. The latter has been constant in attending on the means, and appeared 
somewhat hopeful; but we did not expect that he would come forward so soon, 

Mar 29th.—Moung Thah-yah has been greatly distressed, since he found thi 
we doubted the reality of his conversion, He appears to be really in earnest, ax 
his conversation this evening constrains us to believe that he is the subject of 
true christian exercises. | 

June 3d.—Another visit from Moung Shwa-gnong more encouraging than the 
last. He was accompanied by several of the inquirers. Mah Myat-la and Mab 
Doke give some evidence of being subjects of a work of grace. In the evening 
determined to receive Moung Myat-yahand Moung Thah-yah into church fellow. 
ship. 

June 4th, Lerd’s Day.—All the visiters of yesterday, and some others present 
at worship. In the evening, administered baptism to the two new disciples. 

Juns 16\h.—Received letiers from Bengal. News from Bombay, that a Maho 
metan has professed the gospel, and trom Java, that brother Robinson has bap 
tized the first Chinese convert. ius there seems to be a beginning in severd 
very important stations. May the little one become a thousand. Kejoiced 
hear, that brother Colman had safely arrived at Bengal, and embarked on a boat 
for Chittagong, and that thus tar he had not met with any molestation or inter: 
ruption from the police. May he get a footing in Chittagong, for every thing 
here, in regard to toleration, grows darker. 

June 25th, Lerd’s Day.—Had an interview with the principal one of the Na 
dau-gong visiters, from which | conclude, that they are far from daring to profes 
the christian religion, though I feel satisfied that they have received it in their 
hearts. 

The Man-gen teacher has returned from Ava with fresh eclat, and recommet- 
ced his ecciesiastical operations. He came down, under the special paironage of 
the new Pia woon or vice-governor of the place. It is the prevailing report, that 
no viceroy will be sent down, until the emperor is nearly ready to march in per 
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gon, to conduct the Siamese war; and that, at any rate, the old viceroy, Mya- 
day-men, from whom we hoped to receive some protection, will be detained at Ava, 

June 27th.—Mrs. J. after having been through two courses of salivation for 
the liver complaint, at length despairs of recovering, without some proper medi- 
cal assistance. For a few days, we have hoped, that she would get some relief 
from the various applications which are made, though at the expense of an al- 
most total exhaustion of strength ; but this morning, to our utter disappointment, 
the disorder has returned with increased violence ; and her constitution appears 
to be rapidly failing. I have intended, for some time past, to send her alone to 
Bengal; but she has become too weak, and the present circumstances of the 
complaint are too alarming, to allow such a measure, and I have, therefore, 
though with great reluctance and much conflict of mind, concluded to accompa- 
ny her to Bengal. We have a special inducement to embrace the opportunity 
afforded us by the ship which lately brought our letters, since, if we reject this, 
we shall have to wait several months for another opportunity, during which time, 
Mrs. J will, in all probability, be placed beyond the reach of medical assistance. 

Jury 9th, Lord’s Day.—Moung Nyv-dwa and Moung Gway request baptism. 
We have had a good hope of the former for some time. With the latter we are 
very slightly acquainted, though he has been a constant attendant on evening wor- 
ship, for nearly two months. ‘This application, however, is approved by some of 
the most discerning in the church. The Nan-dau-gong people hope that -théy- 
shall get grace and courage enough to profess the christian religion, by the time 
I return from Bengal. ‘ 

Jury 15th_—Have been very busy all the past week in getting ready for the 
voyage. In procuring a governmental passport, received essential assistance 
from Mr. Sansago (a Spaniard), the present collector of the port, and one of the 
chief magistrates of the place during the absence of the viceroy. He has also 
promised to protect the people whom we leave on the mission premises. 

Juty 16th, Lord’s Day.—A few days ago, we concluded to receive the two 
new applicants fur baptism; but 4 thought it most prudent (partly by way of try- 
ing their sincerity) to send them a message, suggesting, that since I was greatly 
occupied in getting ready for sea, and since one of them was not so well acquaint- 
ed with the doctrines of religion, as was desirable, it might be better to defer 
their baptism till my return. 

This morning they came up in much trouble. They stated, that as they had fully 
embraced the christian religion in their hearts, they could not remain easy with. 
out being baptized, according to the command of Christ ; that no man could tell 
whether t should ever return or not ; and that it was their earnest petition, that 
if I could possibly find time, and thought them worthy of the ordinance, I would 
administer it to them before I went away. They did not wish me to go out to 
the usual place, a3 that was at some distance, but would be baptized in a smail 
pond near the mission house. Moung Gway said, that though he was very igno- 
rant, he knew enough of this religion to love it sincerely, and to trust in Christ 
for salvation from all his sins. I re-examined them both, stated to them the great 
danger of professing a foreign religion, &c. and on their urging their request, told 
them I would baptize them in the evening. 

Was obliged to be out all the afternoon, getting our things aboard the ship, 
as we expect to move down the river te-morrow morning. At night baptized the 
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two new disciples, after which we all partook of the Lord's supper for the last 
time. 

Jory 17th.—Ship to be detained two days. In the forenoon, the teacher Moung 
Shwa-gnong came in. I received him with some reserve ; but soon found that he 
had not staid away so long from choice, having been ill with a fever for some 
time, and occupied also with the illness of his family and adherents. He gradu. 
ally wore away my reserve ; and we had not been together two hours, before | 
felt more satisfied than ever, from his account of his mental trials, his struggles 
with sin, his strivings to be holy, his penitence, his faith, his exercises in secret 
prayer, that he is a subject of the special operations of the Holy Spirit, that he is 
indeed a true disciple. He staid all day. In the afternoon, the five Nan-dau-gong 
visiters, the doctor Oo Yan, and several others came together, and we had much 
interesting conversation. ‘Towards the close, Moung Shwa-gnong, as if to bring 
things to a crisis, addressed me thus: “ My lord teacher, there are now several of 
us present who have long considered this religion. I hope that we are all believ. 
ers in Jesus Christ.” 1 am afraid, replied I, to say that ; however, it is easily as- 
certained ; and let me begin with you teacher. I have heretofore thought that 
you fully believed in the eternal God; but I have had some doubt whether you 
fully believed in the Son of God, and the atonement which he has made. “ Tas. 
sure you,” he replied, “ that lam as fully persuaded of the latter as of the former.” 
Do you believe then, I continued, that none, but the disciples of Christ, will be 
saved from sin and hell? ‘ None but his disciples.”” How then can you remain, 
without taking the oath of allegiance to Jesus Christ, and becoming his full dis- 
ciple in body and soul? “ It is my earnest desire to do so, by receiving baptism ; 
and for the very purpose of expressing that desire, Ihave come here to day.” 
You say, you are desirous of receiving baptism, may I ask, when you desire to 
receive it? ‘“ At any time you will please to give it. Now—this moment, if 
you please.” Do you wish to receive baptism in public or in private? “ 1 will 
receive it, at any time, and in any circumstances, that you please to direct.” I 
then said—teacher, I am satisfied from your conversation this forenoon, that you 
are a true disciple; and I reply, therefore, that I am as desirous of giving you 
baptism, as you are of receiving it. This conversation had a great effect on all 


present. The disciples rejoiced ; the rest were astonished ; for though they have 


long thought that he believed the christian religion, they could not think that 
such a man could easily be brought to profess it, and suffer himself to be put un- 
der the water by a foreigner. I then turned to Moung Thah-a, one of the Nan- 
dau-gong people, who, I hope, is a true believer—Are you willing to take the oath 
of allegianceto Jesus Christ ? “ If the teacher, Moung Shwa-gnong, consents,” re- 
plied he, “ why should I hesitate ?” And if he does not consent, what then? “1 
must wait a little longer.” Stand by, said 1, you trust in Moung Shwa-gnong, 
rather than in Jesus Christ. You are not worthy of being baptized. Moung 
Myat-lah, on being similarly interrogated, wished to consider a little longer, 
Oo Yan was still further from committing himself. Of the women present, 1 in- 
terrogated Mah Men-la only. She had evidently a considerable struggle in her 
mind, probably on account of her husband’s having just declined. At length, she 
said, that if I thought it suitable for her to be baptized, she was desirous of re- 
ceiving the ordinance. I told her, that her reply was not satisfactory. I could not 
consent to baptize any one, who could possibly remain easy without being bap- 
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tized, and then I related the story of the two last disciples; after which the party 
broke up. 

In the evening I laid the case of Moung Shwa-gnong before the church, and 
we joyfully agreed to receive him to communion, on his being baptized. 

Juty 18th.—In the morning, the teagher again made his appearance; I again 
asked him whether he preferred being baptized in the day or in the evening; 
and he again left it to my decision: on which I advised him to wait tillmght He 
appeared very well through the day—his deportment solemn—his conversation 
spiritual. Just at night I called in two or three of the disciples, read the account 
of the baptism of the eunuch, made the baptismal prayer, and then proceeded 
with the teacher to the accustomed place, went down into the water and baptized 
him. 

On my return, 1 found that Mah Men-la, whom I had left with Mrs. Judson, had 
gone away. As soon as she saw that the teacher had actually gone to be baptized, 
she exclaimed, “ Ah! he has now gone to obey the command of Jesus Christ, 
while Lremain without obeying. I shall not be able to sleep this night. I must go 
home and consult my husband, and return.” In the evening we again partook of 
the Lord’s supper, in consequence of the admission of the teacher, and my ex- 
pected departure on the morrow. We had just finished, when, about nine o’clock, 
Mah Men-la returned, accompanied by the two other women from her village. 
She immediately requested to be baptized. The disciples present assented with- 
out hesitation. I told her that | rejoiced to baptize her, having been long satisfi- 
ed that she had received the grace of Christ; and, it being very late, I led her 
out to the pond, near the house, by lantern light, and thus baptized the tenth 
Burman convert, and the first woman. Mah Men-la is fifty-one years old, of most 
extensive acquaintance through the place, of much strength of mind, decision of 
character, and consequent influence over others. She is, indeed, among women, 
what Moung Shwa-gnong is among men. 

On returning to the house, she said, Now I have taken the oath of allegiance 
to Jesus Christ, and I have nothing to do but to commit myself, soul and body, 
into the hands of my Lord, assured that he will never suffer me to fall away. 
Several of the visiters spent the night at the mission house. 

Jury 19th.—In the morning we all met for worship. After [had prayed, Moung 
Thah-lah and Moung Shwa-ba both prayed, with much propriety and feeling. In 
the course of the forenoon, Mah Men-la’s husband, and Moung Thah-a, and the 
doctor, and several others came in, so that we had quite a house full. Atnoon we 
set out for the river, followed by near a hundred people, the women crying aloud, 
in the Burman manner, and almost all deeply affected. When we entered the 
boat, I called the teacher and Mah Men-la, and a few others, to go with us to the 
ship, which lay at some distance in the river. The rest remained on the wharf, 
bidding us farewell, telling us to come back soon, &c. Thus we left the shores 
ef Rangoon. Those who accompanied us to the ship, staid af hour or two, and 
returned. We stood as long on the quarter-deck, looking at them, as the others 
bad stood on the wharf looking at us. 

Juty 20th.—The ship having been unable to move yesterday, on account of 
the anchor’s being foul, the teacher, Moung Shwa-gnong, espied the masts from 
his village, and came off in a boat, with his wife and another woman. Soon after 
Most of the Nan-dau-gong people came to the mission house, and finding that the 
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ship had not dropped down, came off, accompanied by several of our own people. 
We were much gratified by this fresh proof of their attachment; but the ship 
got under weigh immediately, and they were obliged to leave us for the last time. 

Juty 21st.—Reached the search village, and passed the customary examination, 

Jury 22d.—Continued to move down with the tide. At night, anchored near 
the Elephant, in fuli view of the sea. 

Juty 26ih.—We have been obliged to wait till this time on account of the 
threatening appearance of the weather. This morning ventured over the bar; the 
pilot soon after left us, and we find ourselves once more launched into the boundless 
ocean. Mrs. J.’s disorder experienced a slight abatement about a week before 
we embarked, in consequence of our succeeding in raising a very large blister 
on ber side. This temporary relief enabled her to prepare for the voyage, and 
to get on board ship with more ease and facility than we had expected. Since, 
however, we have been lying at anchor, the pain has returned as Violent as ever. 
Yesterday she was confined to her couch the whole day. 

Aveust 18th.—Early this morning we arrived in Calcutta, and repaired to the 
house of brother Lawson. 

Mrs, J. has appeared rather better during the voyage ; but we fear that she has 
obtained no essential benefit. 

Serampors, Ave. 27th.—Induced by the more healthful climate of this place, 
we removed hither to-day, and found a resting place in the house of brother 
Hough, not far from the mission premises. 

SEPTEMBER 7th.—I am happy to be able to state, at length, that Mrs. J. appears 
to be on the recovery, particularly since our removal to Serampore. Dr. Chal- 
mers, however, who now attends her, does not allow her to think of returning to 
Rangoon for the present. It is, therefore, my prevailing intention to leave her un 
der his care, and return myself, by the first opportunity ; and under this impres- 
sion, | close the present number of the journal, to be forwarded by a ship which 
is just ready to sail for Salem. 


A LETTER OF THANKS FROM A CONVERTED BURMAN. 


The following letter, both in the original and with the subsequent 
translation, has been forwarded to the Board of Managers of the 
Baptist General Convention, by brother Judson. Who that reads 
it, can regret the attempts that have been made to rescue an idola- 
trous empire from the dominion of ignorance and death; or rather, 
we might askywho that reads it, and has a heart that loves the Re- 
deemer, and is concerned for the present and immortal welfare of 
men, can refrain from the pious exultation, or withhold his prayers 
and his labours that the kingdom of the Son of God may grow and 
increase exceedingly? The exhibitions of earthly monarchs avail 

little when the Spirit of the Lord enlightens the understanding, 








Letter from a Converted Burman. 285 


ns the conscience, and sanctifies the conversation of men. O 


calt 
that occasions for gratitude, like the present, may multiply with 


every succeeding year! 


BreTareN all, who live in America! The brethren, who live in Burmah, ad- 
dress yOu. 

We inform you, brethren, that trusting in the grace of the eternal God, the 
divine Spirit, and the excellent Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we remain happy ; 
and seeing our real state and circumstances, we have repentance of soul, and an 
anticipation of the happiness of heaven. 

God, the sum of all perfection, without beginning and without end, subsists 
through successive ages ; and this world, the earth and sky, and all things there- 
in, which be has created, are according as he created them. 

God, the creator, is replete with goodness and purity, and is exempt from old 
age, sickness, death and annihilation; and thus, there is none that can compare 
with him. 

It is contained in the scriptures, that God, in his own nature, unites three, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and is (yet) mysteriously one God ; that he 
isin all places, but dwells in heaven, by the clearer manifestation of his glory ; 
that his power and wisdom are unrivalled ; and that he enjoys happiness incom- 
prehensible to creatures. 

But the Burmans know not the true God; they know not the true religion ; 
they worship a false god ; they practise a false religion ; and (thus) they trans- 
gress the divine law, and sin against the most estimable benefactor. And, there- 
fore, they neither expiate their sins, nor acquire merit. And by excessively 
loving themselves and the falth of this world, they love not, nor worship the eter- 
nal God, nor believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ; but regard the good things of this 
world merely. 

That the Burmans, who know not the way to eternal happiness, might become 
acquainted with it; that they might be renewed; and that they might escape 
everlasting punishment, the American teacher Judson, and wife, have both come 
to Burmah, and proclaimed the gospel of the divine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
on which some Burmans have become disciples. And on these accounts, the 
disciple Moung Shwa-ba says, that your favour is very great (or he gives you 
very many thanks). 

Those, who love divine grace, who believe, who hear and consider the gospel, 
who trust in the Lard Jesus Christ, who repent of their sins, attain the state of 
disciples. And that this religion may spread every where, Moung Shwa-ba is 
making endeavours, and constantly praying, to proclaim the gospel. And he 
prays thus :—O Eternal God, graciously grant the favour which I desire. Gra- 
ciously grant, that I may have regard to thy divine will, and be conformed there- 
to. Be pleased to take notice of my supplications, O God. I desire not to seek 
my own profit: I desire constantly to seek the profit of others. Thou art the 
creator of ali things ; and if thou art pleased to be gracious, O grant, that I may 
beenabled to promote the good of others. Open thou the eyes of my mind, and 
give me light. And when [ shall preach in various places, evermore send forth 
the divine Spirit, that multitudes may become disciples. That thou wilt grant 

these things, I beseech thee, O God. 
Vor, IL—N°. XVI, 2M 
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The disciple Moung Shwa-ba has composed this writing, and committed it ¢, 
the hand of the teacher ; (even) in the Burman year 1182, on the 7th of the Wax. 
ing of the moon Wah-goung, he has written this, and delivered it to the teacher 
and his wife. 

P. S. Brethren, there are, in the country of Burmah, nine persons who have 
become disciples. 





The above is a literal translation of a letter in Burman, which Moung Shwa-b, 
wrote of his own accord, and handed to me, to be translated and forwarded ty 
America. The postscript seems to have been written in the interval, between 
the baptism of the teacher Moung Shwa-gnong, and that of Mah Men-la, on the 
18th of July last, just before my departure from Rangoon. 

On passage to Bengal, : 


A. Ip r 
August 9th, 1829. JUDSON, Jun. 


—-———- 6 ae 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


Letter from Lot Carey and Collin Teague, two coloured men, preachers, who, under 
the auspices of the Managers of the Convention, have lately suiled from Norfulk, 
in the brig Nautilus, for Africa. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Richmond, January 11th, 1821, 
WE have no other way toexpress our gratitude to the Board but through you, 

We feel very much rejoiced that we have now to communicate to you, that ou 

long beclouded prospect of getting off to Africa has opened upon us. We expect 

to leave here with our families to-morrow morning on our way to Norfolk, and 
there to remain but a very few days, before we shall hoist our sails for Africa in 
the brig Nautilus, with our Bibles and our utensils, and our hopes in God ow 

Saviour. 

But we must not omit to beg that the Board will receive our thanks for the as. 
sistance we have received from them, and particularly for the very kind letters we 
have received from you this day ; and we are happy to inform them that through 
their favour, and the kindness and assistance of our friends here, we think we are 
supplied with what may be necessary for our comfort for some time, more espe- 
cially, as we understand that provisions are supplied by government. We expect 
to write to you when we arrive at our destined place, and will always be grateful 
to you for any communications you may send us. 

Yours, in the bonds of the gospel. 
LOT CAREY, 


Rev. Dr. Staveuton. COLLIN TEAGUE. 





ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION TO THE EAST INDIES. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, dated 


MY DEAR BROTHER STAUGHTON, Serampore, April 5, 1824 


I AM ashamed that Ihave so long neglected writing to you: be assured, how 
ever, that my mind has not been easy under this apparent inattention, for real tt 
is not. Inot only frequently think of you, and our dear brethren in America 
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ed it to , . 
he wax who are exerting themselves for the promotion of our Redeemer’s interest in the 


tes orld, and read the accounts which we receive from time to time, with great in- 
€acher wor ’ . 
terest, but, I trust, also bear you in my heart at the throne of grace. 

Your exertions to send the gospel to the western Indians, quite coincide with 


no Mine my warmest wishes. That isa field which must be exclusively occupied by 
Americans; in that work especially, “be not weary of well doing, for in due 

hwa-bs season you shall reap, if ye faint not.” 

rded to As it respects the actual success of the gospel, I think things are as encouraging 

et ween as they ever were. We reccive from time to time highly pleasing accounts of 

ON the the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom in various parts of India. A native 
brother from Dinagepore, who was with us this week, informed us that eighteen 
persons had lately been baptized there. At Dacca, Chittagong, Cutwa and 

Jun. | Moorshedabad, there have been considerable additions of members to the 
churches. 

The publication of the word of God in the eastern languages has, for the last 
four months, gone on slowly, owing to our not having been able to manufacture 
paper in a sufficient quantity; we have just finished erecting a steam engine to 

» Under work our paper mill, and have every reason to hope that we shall not in future be 

‘onfolk, impeded for want of that necessary article. Steam engines have been employed 
for many important purposes, but {| suppose ours is the first ever expressly intend- 

1821, ed for the propagation of the gospel. 

rh you. There is a spirit for establishing schools among all classes of society in India, 

at our and the education of the natives is considered every day as gaining importance. 

expect | think the number of schools connected with our establishment is about a hun- 

k, and dred; in all these schools sound knowledge is inculcated, and sentences convey- 

‘ica in ing valuable information in science, morals and religion, are written and com- 

dour mitted to memory ; this, of course, must in time have its effects, and contri- 
bute to the downfal of superstition, and the establishment of truth. 

he as- We have laid the foundation of a college for the education of natives, especial- 

ors We ly with a view to the Christian ministry. The undertaking is great, and the ex- 

rough penses will be very great. I wish you could raise something in America, to as- 

ve are sist us either in the building or in the support of the establisliment. 

espe- 

xpect —— 

ateful 


SERAMPORE MISSIONARY COLLEGE. 


Mr. Warp has just received letters from Serampore, dated August last, from 

E. ' one of which, written by Mr. John Marshman, we have obtained the following 
particulars : ** The College is rearing its head very rapidly. If you arrive in 

February, you will see the centre building, the most important and most expen- 

sive, completed. The whole of three pieces of ground are thrown into one en- 

closure, which now looks like a large plain. The whole is surrounded with a 

328. range of iron railing 1500 feet in length. The building will cost 55,000 rupees, 
(about 28,000 dollars,) and we have determined to bear the whole expense our- 


how: 
al it selves. We have already given 40,000 of this sum. The stair-case room is 75 by 
arch 27; the hall 65 by 90, with a bow at the upper end. We have purchased a large 


quantity of ground behind the building, a great part of which is thrown into the 
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enclosure. The number of youths, the sons of converted natives, now in the co}. 
lege, exceeds forty, and their progress in Sungskrit is very encouraging. 

** The translations are proceeding as rapidly as we could expect. If Dr. Carey’s 
life should be spared ten years longer, (he is 59,) we shall, f hope, see nearly the 
completion of all those he has in hand. In Chinese, my father has only the his. 
torical books left to complete the whole Bible at the press. The health of py. 
Carey and my father was never better.” 

This letter mentions the deaths of two missionaries, Mr. Pritchett of the Lop. 
don Missionary Society, and Mr Schreeter, of the Episcopal mission. Also of g 
daughter of Mr. Robinson, (brought up by Mrs. Marshman,) one of our brethren 
labouring on the island of Java; this girl appears to have had hope in death. The 
death of Holodhor, a converted bramhun, is also announced in this letter. 

Dr. Marshman, in his letter to Mr. Ward, states, that they had baptized eight 
persons at Serampore within the preceding four months, and that several more 
were desirous of baptism. 


First Examination of the Students of the College. 

On the 2d of August, 1819, the students, to the number of seventeen, whio had 
commenced the Sungskrit, were examined by Dr. Carey, the President. Not 
fewer than thirty learned Hindoos, mostly sramhuns from all parts of India, speak. 
ing different languages, stood round the Dr. as spectators. What an interesting 
scene, at the very first examination of an Institution so fitted for diffusing light 
and happiness throughout this vast Continent! Of those thus examined in Sung. 
skrit, it appears that two were Brainhun youths, two of the Writer cast, onea 
Sikh, two Khasee youths, and two of Burman extraction, one of them a Christian. 
The rest were Christian youths. ‘The view of these young men from various 
parts, thus laying a solid foundation for that expansion of mind, which may enable 
them hereafter to become the means of diffusing light within their respective cir. 
cles, with that of nine Christian youth, making so happy a beginning, the very first 
year of the College, in a language which forms the key to all the science and lite- 
rature of India, filled the minds of the Committee with sensations of pleasure and 
hope which they cannot easily describe.” 


Donations in Money. 


To this undertaking Dr. Carey, and his brethren, Marshman and Ward, have 
devoted 40,000 rupees, or 5000/. sterling, from the proceeds of their own labour, 
which is now applying to the expenses connected with rearing the buildings. 
About 1700/, have already been subscribed in England, for the education of na- 
tives, in particular, as already explained; and, from present appearances, hopes are 
entertained that about the same sum will be realized in Scotland. To this latter 
object, Mr. Ward is still most anxious to direct the attention of the benevolent. 
The entire expense of boarding and educating a native at this College, will not ex- 
ceed ten pounds or ten guineas annually. In what way then, or to whut nobler object 
could a person appropriate such a sum, and receive from its application so high« 
gratification? Nor is there any occasion thus to confine this gratification, as a few 
individuals, say ten, subscribing annually only one guinea, may share in it. In short, 
donations and subscriptions to any amount, will be zratefully accepted, and immedi- 
ately applied, as the subscribers direct, either to the educution of natives—the pur’ 
chase of books—or expense of the buildings. 
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INSTANCES OF THE POWER OF SUPERSTITION ON THE NATIVES. 


WE insert the following anecdotes, universally received as facts among the na- 
tives around us, as they tend in some degree to show the influence of superstition 
on the habits and feelings of the Hindoos. 

About ninety years ago there lived in the province of Bengal, two brahmuns, 
an uncle and 4 nephew, so notorious for the practice of every species of fraud, 
that their names continue even to this day to be used proverbially in many parts 
of the country to denote a fraudulent combination. The name of the uncle was 
Shree Gooroo, and that of the nephew, Gopeshur. They generally acted in con- 
cert, and filled their own coffers by practising on the superstitious credulity of 
their fellow-countrymen. The two following anecdotes are universally reported 
as facts by the natives. 

Having on one occasion determined to defraud a rich family, the uncle, to ac- 
complish a plan settled between them, offered the nephew for sale at one hun- 
dred rupees, and having received the money, departed home. The nephew, a 
man of graceful person and pleasing address, quickly obtained the confidence of 
the family, and being a brahmun, was employed to cook for the household, and to 
gather flowers for the daily service of the domestic idol. He continued to perform 
the duties of his office to the satisfaction of his employers, till the nature of his 
situation had become sufficiently public; when he began to realize the plan of 
deceit which had induced the uncle to sell him for aslave. In collecting flowers 
every morning in the garden attached to the house, he pretended to invoke the 
name of * Allah,” whenever he perceived any of the family sufficiently near him, 
and to perform those rites by which a Mahomedan is distinguished from a Hin- 
doo. This alteration in his behaviour filled the members of the family with con- 
sternation; but before they proceeded to interrogate him, they determined to 
watch him more narrowly. Their observations only tending to confirm their fears, 
they proceeded to call a family council to deliberate on the best means of deliver- 
ance from so great a calamity. If it should be noised abroad that a Mussulman 
had been introduced into the family, had violated the sanctity of the image by 
performing the religious ceremonies before it, and had actually prepared the food 
of which the family had partaken, their reputation would be inevitably lost,— 
and the family would be degraded from the cast. They therefore called the youth 
before them, and entreated him to declare whether he was a Mussulman or not. 
‘A Mussulman !” said he, putting his hands to his ears, “I swear by the great 
Allah that lam a true Hindoo.”—The family struck with dismay, told him that 
he was a Mahomedan, and that he must quit their service ; and offered him fifty 
rupees to refrain from noising the affair in the neighbourhood. The youth per- 
ceiving his advantage, said he would proclaim their disgrace throughout the 
country. They then offered him double that sum; which he refused, repeating 
his threats. Distracted with the prospect of utter ruin which bung over them, 
they increased their gratuity in proportion to his obstinacy, till the youth con- 
sented for the sum of two hundred rupees, to leave their house and that part of 
the country in silence. " 

The next imposition was of a more daring description, and required all the ad- 
dress of which they were masters. A petty Rajah, whose dominions lay near 
Ramghur, was universally celebrated for his great faith in brahmuns, the aus- 
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terity of his religious devotion, and his munificence to devotees and mendicants, 
Having laid a plan for taking advantage of their favourite passion, they permitted 
their nails, hair, and beard to grow to a considerable length, intending that the 
uncle should personate an ascetic of the Treta yooga, and the nephew, his disci. 
ple. Every thing being prepared, the uncle concealed himself in a little caye 
formed within a mound of earth, and choked up the entrance with branches of 
trees. The nephew carried him a daily supply of food ; and, in a sl.ort time, pre. 
senting himself at the court of the Rajah, with his beard hanging down to his 
girdle, said,  O king, my religious guide, who commenced the performation of 
austerities in the Treta yooga, about the time when Rama, the great king of 
Uyodhya, was on his expedition to Lunka (Ceylon), for the recovery of Sheeta, 
has not yet awaked from his meditations—The earth must have collected over 
him and covered him; perhaps he is concealed beneath some hillock.* Grant 
me therefore the aid of your subjects, that I may endeavour to discover the place 
of his retreat, and pay him the honour due tu so venerable a character.” 

The king was struck with this relation, and turning round to his courtiers said, 
‘This is truly astonishing. Surely my good fortune is great, inasmuch as so 
holy a being exists in our dominions. We must make instant search for him.” 
Having determined to commence the search in person, and to leave no part of the 
country unexplored, he ordered the attendance of a sufficient number of workmen, 
and proceeded to dig about every little hillock and mound in his way. The ne. 
phew, who directed their operations, contrived to keep them employed for a whole 
month at a distance from the true spot, though he made daily advances towards 
it. On the day assigned between them for the discovery, for which the uncle 
had been prepared, the nephew led the workmen to the hillock, where, after some 
exertion, they opened the cave and discovered the pretended ascetic, sitting cross- 
legged, immoveable, with his eyes closed as if in profound meditation. The joy 
of the credulous monarch can better be conceived than described. He approach. 
ed him with the most humble reverence, bowing his head respectfully to the 
earth. The devotee, pretending to awake suddenly from his sleep of ages, looked 
around on the multitude with contempt, while the nephew having made his obei- 
sance, proceeded to inform him that the Rajah of the country was come to see 
him. 

The ascetic without so much as noticing the intimation, inquired in Sungskrita 
whether Rama had found Sheeta? “ Yes, replied the nephew, he overcame the 
celebrated Ravuna, and recovered his wife. But this, O Gooroo! is an ancient 
tale; during your austerities the Treta and Dwapur yoogas have passed away, 
and we are now in the Kulee yooga.” Has the Kulee yooga then commenced ?” 
replied the ascetic with pretended astonishment. ‘* When I began to perform 
religious austerities, we enjoyed the Treta yooga, in which men had already be- 
gun to degenerate from the purity of the first age. I never dreamt of touching 
the Kulee yooga, represented by the shastras as abounding in vice. 1 will not live 
in this age. { will renounce the world, and retire to Kashee (Benares) where the 
influence of the Kulee yooga is not felt.” The king being made acquainted with 
his resolution, expressed the greatest concern, and begged the nephew to inter- 


* This the Ramayuna declares to have been the case with the sage Valmiki; 
from this circumstance he derives his name, Vulmi signifying an ant-hill. 
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cede with his gooroo to honour his dominions at least with a temporary residence, 
representing how fortunate an event it would be for his subjects to have among 
them a man endowed with such singular and extraordinary merit. The uncle ut- 
terly refused to comply with his entreaties, saying it was impossible for a devotee 
of the Treta yooga to live in the Kulee yooga, among such sinners as the shastras 
had described. He then asked whether the great goddess Gunga yet existed on 
earth ; and being informed that she did, requested to see some of the water of the 
sacred stream. When it was brought to him, he, looking on it with apparent 
contempt, exclaimed, “Is this the water of the Ganges !—yet why should it not 
be so? Every thing is deteriorated in this last and most wicked age. This,” said 
he, ‘‘ was the colour of the goddess in the second age of the world,” pointing to 
the milk with which his nephew had supplied him in the morning. ‘The venera- 
tion of the king increased on hearing the discourse of the ascetic, and at length 
falling at his feet, he exclaimed, “ How unfortunate a wretch am I, to be deprived 
by the sins of former births of the company of so sacred a being, the cotempora- 
ry of the incarnate Vishnoo, and of the holy sages, at a moment when | thought 
my good fortune had risen to the highest. If you are determined to depart, at 
least condescend to receive some gift at our hands. Of this merit you must not 
deprive us.” The nephew now joined the monarch in his entreaties, reminding 
the ascetic that he was in the dominions of the Rajah,—that the shastras had di. 
rected that a tenth of every thing should belong to the rajab; a tenth of the fruits 
of the earth, and a tenth of the fruit of devotion ; and that he would act in direct 
violation of the shastras if he did not impart to the rajah a portion of the merit 
he had acquired, by accepting some gift of him. The ascetic appearing to be 
swayed by these arguments, lifted up one of his fingers, which the nephew ex- 
plained to the rajah to signify that he would condescend to receive but one rupee 
ofhim. A rupee was instantly brought, which the rajah presented in person 
with his hands joined together. The ascetic receiving it, with a look of sovereign 
contempt, exclaimed, “Is this a rupee of the Kulee yooga? What was reckoned a 
rupee in the Treta yooga, was equal to ten thousand of these ;—but this is the 
last age, and the shastras are correct in their predictions.” The king considering 
himself bound to fulfil the wish of the devotee, ordered ten thousand rupees to be 
counted down to him; and having on his knees received his benediction, depart- 
ed homewards with his court; and the two impostors, pretending to take their 
way to Benares, went home laden with the wealth they had acquired. 

These anecdotes, although they are so well known among the natives around, 
among whom, indeed, numerous facts of this kind are kept in remembrance, do 
not in any degree abate their confidence in the system of idolatry and supersti- 
tion, which serves as a perpetual covert for deceptions of this nature. It is the 
property of light, however, to make manifest, and especially of the light of Reve- 
lation: and even those faint rays which have already shone obliquely upon them 
from the Sacred Scriptures, in the course of twenty years, notwithstanding their 
repugnance to come to the light, have somewhat altered their ideas of their own 
system, and abated their veneration for things which they themselves can scarcely 
relate to a European, without anticipating and almost approving, the just con- 
tempt they are calculated to draw from a mind enlightened and humane. 
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Exctraordinary recent Conversion of a Bramhun in Bengal. 


Dr. Caney, in one of his last letters to Mr. Ward, mentions the following case 

The Hindoo ascetics, it is well known, adopt a system of austerities known by 
the name of jogue, which are intended to produce as great a separation as possible 
between the incarcerated spirit and matter, so as to prepare the spirit, which 
they consider as an individuated portion of the deity, for the final renunciation 
of its connexion with matter. One class of these ascetics is known by the name 
Mownee, and these are distinguished as having made a vow of perpetual silence. 
A bramhun of the order of Mownees, and who had kept this vow of silence for 
four years, while residing at the famous temple of the goddess Kalee, near Cal- 
cutta, has recently became the subject of christian conversion. This man, by his 
dress, (he wore several necklaces made of the bones of snakes,) his rank as a 
bramhun, his vow of silence, and the sanctity of his appearance, commanded the 
homage of the Hindoos to such a degree, that he was worshipped as a god. 
When he passed through the streets of Calcutta, says Dr. Carey, the rich Hindoos 
hastened down from the roofs of their houses, and threw themselves in a state of 
prostration in the dirt at his feet. In those circumstances,—a man of the highest 
order in his country, secluded from ali human society, in one of the most famous 
temples of India, and worshipped as a god,—who would have expected that such 
a man would have been brought into the christian church. If it might have been 
concluded that any man in India was out of the reach of the christian missionary, and 
of christian means, this surely would have been the man; for, to the privacy and 
sacred nature of his retreat, to the elevation of his rank, and to the reverence in 
which he was held as an object of adoration, must be added the amazing obsta- 
cles to conversion in the gross fanaticism and the immeasurable pride of such a 
being. And yet a christian tract, in the Bengalee language, some how or other 
found its way into the hands of this man, who might be said to have taken up his 
abode beyond the limits of our earth; and he had no sooner read this tract, than 
by it his lips were opened, and ‘the tongue of the dumb began to sing.” He 
left the temple, and hastened to Calcutta, to seek further christian instruction ; 
and in a succeeding letter to Mr. Ward, Dr. Carey, after declaring his conviction 
that this man had become a true believer in our Lord Jesus Christ, adds, on such 
a day “ J expect to baptize the bramhun who had made a vow of perpetual silence.” 
May we not hope, that this man will possess talents for the christian ministry, 
and that we shall soon hear that he is pursuing his studies in the Missionary Col- 
lege at Serampore? How powerful must be the testimony of such a convert, 
descended from the seat of the gods, and become an humble and self-denying fol- 
lower of our Lord Jesus Christ, or, as it would sound in Bengalee, ‘* amardara 
Pribhoo Yeesvo Khreest.” 


a + Se 


BURNING OF WIDOWS. 
IN the detailed statements which were lent to me by J. H. Harington, Esq. 
late supreme judge of the supreme native court, at Calcutta, the number of Sut- 
tees,* or Hindoo widows burnt or buried alive with their deceased husbands, in 


* From sutyu, true ; importing, that a widow by thus devoting herself proves 
that she was a faithful wife. 
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the several ziilahs or cities, during the year 1817, amounted to 706. The cases 
are particularly enumerated, and remarks made upon them. From these remarks 
the following are selected from the cases which occurred in the years 1815 and 
1816. 

1815.—*“ 1. In the zillah of Hooghly, Ram Preeah, aged 45, did not ascend the 
funeral pile of her deceased husband, who died at the house of his daughter, 
and was burnt in another village ; the suttee being of the Bramin cast, she burnt 
contrary to the shasters.” 

“2. in the Calcutta division, during this year, two women have, agreeably to 
their own free-will and consent, been saved from destruction; the intention of 
the one being to bury herself with the body of her deceased husband, that of 
the other to cause her own death, by performing the ceremony of suttee. Of the 
two women above-mentioned, the determination of one, numed Puddah, the wife 
of Goranauth, was changed trom motives of compassion for her child, a female 
10 years of age, who at the time of final parting from her parent, when the lat- 
ter was on the eve of submitting to undergo ithe ceremony of being burnt alive 
with ber deceased husband, set up the most bitter lamentations, which eventual 
ly had the effect of inducing the parent, for the sake of the child, to forego the 
resolution which she had previously taken, of sacrificing herself after the man- 
ner above described. The other woman herein alluded to, named Raurjisstsuee, 
wife of Anunduram, without any osiensible motive, unless it might be inferred 
that she was suddenly overcome with fear, changed her determination of burn- 
mg herself with her deceased husband, just at the time she was quitting her 
house for that purpose.” 

‘3, it appears from the Report of the 11th of March, that Dhoopa, the wife of 
Cheetova, ascerided the funeral pile with an intention of becoming a suttee, ‘but 
on experiencing the effects of the flames, had not sufficient resolution to sacri- 
fice herself. On bemg somewhat scorched by the fire, siie quitted the pile, went 
to her habitation, and after an interval of mne days, died from the burning she 
had partially undergone.” 

“4. Melkey, in the city of Bundelkund, burnt herself with the shoe of her de- 
ceased husband four days after his death, not having, it appears, adopted the 
resolution of sacrificing herself at the time of his decease.” 

“5. The wife of Ramjevuun, deceased, mounted the pile to be burnt with the 
corpse of her husband, but on the flames reaching her, she fled. Sie was siight- 
ly blistered, but received no material injury.” 

“6 In the zillah of Mooradabad, the jumadar of the thannah, together with 
the z.mindars of the village, endeavoured to persuade the wife of Bhickaree not 
to immolate herself, but without effect. She had the perfect use of her senses, 
and no force or even persuasion was used; her only children, Tawa and Dulloo, 
two sons, aged 20 and 15 yeurs, were present. Buickuree, the husband, dicd 15 
years prior to the occurrence.” 

1816.—* 1. [n the zillah of Cuttack, on the 5th of November, two women were 
burnt with the bodies of their deceased husbands ; the magistrates attended the 
burning, and at the time endeavoured to persuade the women to desist, but no 
argument would prevent them offering themselves up as a sacrifice.” 

“2. During this year, one woman, Muhamayah, the wife of Hurrydoss, volunta- 
rily saved herself from destruction, by departing from her resolution whieh she 
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had previously taken, of burning with her deceased husband. This change i, 
her determination appeared to proceed from motives of compassion for her only 
child, a female aged five years. ; 

“3. Kalec, on the death of her husband, voluntarily determined to sacrifice 
herself on his funeral pile; her relations accompanied her thither ; she placej 
herself on the pile, but as there was not a sufficient quantity of wood, she was 
only partially burnt; she was then taken from the pile and conveyed home, where 
in a few hours she expired; her corpse was afterwards consumed on the same 
pile.” 

“4, Koolyanteea, aged 18, the wife of Dhurmlaul, was burnt on the 8th of De. 
cember, in the zillah of Shahabad. In this case the wife had never quitted her fy. 
ther’s house, nor ever had any intercourse with her husband, who died on the 
other side of the Ganges, in the Chuprah district. On the account of his de. 
cease being brought to his father-in-law, his wife immediately sacrificed herself 
to his remains.”’ 

* 5. In the zillah last mentioned, Jurowah, aged 25, made two attempts to sub. 
mit to the flames, but had not courage to endure their effects, and was at length 
carried home by her relations.” 

“6. During this year, two instances occurred in which suttees were prevented 
from sacrificing themselves, by the writer of the Report. One of them, Panchoo, 
who proposed to burn herself, was not the wife, but the soagah of a man named 
Golau. ‘The other woman, Soona, proposed to burn with her husband's 
clothes, 10 months after his decease ; this the reporter forbad, because, though it 
was declared by the pundits to be laudable for a woman, not the wife of a Bra- 
min, to burn under such circumstances, yet as she did not propose it on her hus- 
band's decease, notwithstanding she was with him at the time it took place, te 
allow her to do so afterwards appeared by no means recognized or encouraged by 
the doctrines of the Hindoo religion. Both these instances were prevented by 
means of force, and as no less than five suttees have been prevented by the same 
means during the last two years in this place, without the slightest inconvenience 
resulting from its application, it is earnestly recommended on similar occasions.” 

“67, Maucoora, aged 50, burnt herself along with the hookah [the pipe ] of her 
deceased husband, 15 years by her own account, and 32 by that of the zemindars, 
after his death. A widow burning herself with any article of her late husband's 
property being sanctioned by former references to the courts, no objection was 
offered to the ceremony.” 

8. Dunjlia, the wife of Uchruj Tewary, burnt with a batooa or small purse 
belonging to her deceased husband, five years afier his death. While living he 
had given her the purse, saying, that five years after his death, she might be burnt 
with that batooa.” 

“9. The practice of burning women on the funeral piles of their deceased 
husbands, does not exist in the district of Bareilly in the same degree as in other 
provinces. The reason of this may be ascribed to the prevalency of female child 
murder, as it is well known that no Rajpoot allows a daughter to live; their 
wives being of other casts, are consequently not obliged to sacrifice themselves.” 

By the foregoing absiracts it appears, that fifteen hundred and twenty-eight 
widows were burnt, or buried alive, in the years 1815, 16, and 17. So far as these 
accounts go, there can be no doubt of their authenticity. The only question 15, 
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whether in such very large and numerous provinces, where the European func- 
tionaries are few, and placed at wide intervals, the accuracy of the native agents, 
from whom the details of these informations come, and who, besides their tenden- 
cy to indolence in what does not particularly interest them, may be supposed to 
have a favourable leaning to the ancient sanctioned usages of their country, is to 
he depended on? It may perhaps be allowed to entertain some distrust on this 
head; but at any rate the territories under the Bengal government, to which all 
these accounts are confined, form but one division of the immense region now sub- 
ject tothe British authority in the East. The Bengal government extends west- 
ward to the banks of the Jumna. The government of Fort St. George has vast ter- 
ritories under its immediate rule; the countries subject to the government of 
Bombay are now also considerable, and almost all the rest of the continent of 
Hindosthan, from the river Sutlege to the southern promontory of Comorin, and 
westward to the Indus, is under British control or influence. What may then be 
the number of annual immolations in this immense portion of the globe! 

The particulars of each case comprehended in the lists above given, would be 
too shocking in detail; but I cannot refrain, upon this occasion, from giving it 
as my decided opinion, that this dreadfu! practice might easily be abridged, and 
fnally abolished by the British government, without creating any alarm among 
the Hindoos. This opinionis confirmed by the fact, that the Hindoos have quiet- 
ly submitted to a modification of the practice, and to a government regulation 
passed a few years since on this subject; as is manifest from a very painful oc- 
currence which happened to myself in the year 1817. [ was riding in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chitra, a village adjoining to Serampore, and observing there had been 
asuttee, I rode up to a few individuals who were sitting near the spot where the 
victim had suffered ; and after making inquiries respecting the family and rank of 
the widow, I addressed them on the enormity of the crime in which they had 
been assisting, and assured them, that whatever might be their opinion of this 
dreadful action, they would have to answer for it in the day of judgement as a 
most horrible murder. One of these men, in answer, said, * Sir, whatever the 
act now committed may be, we have nothing to fear ;—you (meaning the Enclish 
government) must see to that ; for the police mugistrate hus been here, and given 
the order, and according to that order the woman has been burnt.” 

Several months ago, in the vicinity of Chanderagore, a female victim was im- 
molated on the funeral pile, under circumstances peculiarly affecting. She was 
a young woman, who had been recently betrothed to a young man of the same 
town, Every thing was prepared for the celebration of the nuptials, which had 
been fixed for the next day ; the relatives of both parties had arrived from a dis- 
tance to honour the marriage with their presence ; and the circle of their friends 
already enjoyed in anticipation the festivities which the approaching day would 
usher in, The preceding evening, however, the bridegroom was taken ill of the 
cholera morbus, and in a few hours was a lifeless corpse. Information being con- 
veyed of the melancholy event to the bride, she instantly declared her determi- 
nation to ascend the funeral pile of her betrothed lord ; a long debate was hereon 
held, between the relations of the bride and the pricsts, respecting the legality of 
the act; the result of which was, that in such cases the shasters, considering 
the bride as bound to her husband by the vow she had taken, permitted a volun- 
tary immolation on the funeral pile. The next day, therefore, instead of the music 
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and joy which had been anticipated, the bride was led to the banks of the Gan. 
ges amid the silent grief of her friends and relatives, and burnt with the dead 
body of her intended husband. 

WILLIAM WARD. 


—2/e— ut 

The following uddress to the ladies of Great Britain, on the present state of Fe. 

male Society in British India, has bven recently published in England by the 
British and Fareign School Society. 


IT is a most painful fact, that there are in Hindoostan THIRTY MILLIONS of 
YEMALES committed to the care of Great Britain, who are totally destitute of 
education, and to whom every vestige of mental cultivation has been denied, 

The writings which have hitherto formed the basis of legislation in that coup- 
try have prohibited to them the knowledge of the Vedu, and doomed them to 4 
state of mental subjection. The calamity the most dreaded there, Widowhood, is 
by the jealousy of the other sex, suspended asa judgement of Providence over 
the female who shall dare to acquire a knowledge of the alphabet. Munoo, one 
of the Hindoo legislators, says (see Sir W. Jones’s Translation): ‘* Women 
have no business with the Vedu; thus is the law fully settled ; having, therefore 
no knowledge of expiating texts, sinful women (meaning all women) must be as 
foul as falsehood itself; and this is a fixed rule ”—Here the legislator first binds 
the sex fast in the chains of ignorance, and then reproaches and punishes them 
for the result of his own law, 

The dreadful consequences of such laws, and such a state of feeling towards 
the sex, are most strikingly exhibited in the present state of female society in 
India. . Here is a whole empire, comprising so many millions of females, in which 
a single schvol for girls has not existed fur thousands of years; the females have 
never seen « book, except in the hands of men, and have no knowledge of any one 
of the mental employments of females in a civilized country. Their fingers have 
never touched a needle, a pair of scissors, a book, or a pen, and they are entirely 
excluded from all intellectual intercourse with the other sex. ‘ A woman is not 
allowed by Jaw to go out of the house without the consent of her husband ; to 
talk with a stranger, nor to laugh wit/.out a veil on her face, nor to stand at ihe 
door, nor Jook out at the window.” (See Ward on the Hindoos, vol. i. p. 312.) 
What can be expected, but that in such a state of ignorance the female charac- 
ter will be awfully debased ? Hence among the Rajpoot mothers the murder of 
female infants is universally practised. Mothers among other casts, in fulfilment 
of a vow to obtain offspring, are seen sacr.ficing their first child in the Brim hi 
pootrii and other sacred rivers, Many females drown themselves. Capt. — 
saw one morning, while sitting at his own window at Allahabad, sixteen females, 
under the influence of superstition, drown themselves at the junction of the Jum- 
na and the Ganges. And there are now in London copies of ufficial documents, 
which prove, that in the year 1217, under the Presidency of Bengal, not less 
than 705 females, British subjects, voluntarily immolated themselves, by being 
burnt or buried alive with the dead bodies of their husbands. 

No parallel case of such direful effects of ignorance appears to exist in human 
history. Never in the most savage state have fires like these been kindled, oF 
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similar graves been dug. Never were such appalling consequences of ignorance 
exhibited to the civilized world. 

In these circumstances, to whom shall the appeal be made? Is it not mani- 
fest, that the ladies in Britain are the natural guardians of these unhappy widows 
and orphans in British India? Is it possible, that our fair countrywomen, ladies 
of rank, of influence, of the most refined sensibility, the patrons of every charity, 
of all that is distinguished and benevolent in our country, can, after knowing the 
subject of this circular, continue unmoved by the cries issuing from these fires, 
and from the thousands of orphans which surround them, witnessing the progress 
of these flames which are devouring the living mother, and consuming her frame 
toashes ? This appeal cannot be made in vain; such a tale of wo was never be- 
fore addressed to the hearts of British mothers. Let every lady of rank and in- 
fluence in the United Empire do her duty, and these fires cannot burn another 
twenty years. 

Next to the wise and gradual interposition and influence of a benevolent go- 
vernment, female education forms the most probable and effectual means of 
putting an.end to this deplorable state of female society, and could funds be 
raised by a distinguished association of ladies in London, with auxiliaries in the 
country, for this express object, schools taught by native females might be im- 
mediately established. There is aclass of females in India, the daughters of 
our countrymen, who are acquainted with the native languages, and from whom 
a wise selection might be made, and who, after receiving proper instruction, 
might, as local mistresses, become the greatest possible blessings to India. 

The state of Indian manners forbids females to be placed under the tuition of 
men. It may be difficult to overcome prejudices among the natives against fe- 
male education, but they will gradually subside, and we shall soon witness the 
triumph of these humane exertions, in the delightful appearance of a state of so- 
ciety in India, rewarding the benevolent exertions of the British ladies. 

It further appears by a recent communication from Bengal, that the Calcutta 
school society is at this time extending its views and operations to the education 
of female children in Ca'cutta, to which their attention has been directed by the 
sentiments of some of the principal natives, one of whom has even undertaken to 
publish an extract from authentic Hindoo writings, in furtherance of this object. 
It is therefore proposed that a subscription be raised for the express purpose of 
promoting the education of female natives of British India, by sending out a well 
qualified mistress, to be at the disposal and under the direction of the Calcutta 
school society. The funds so contributed will be received by the committee of 
the British and Foreign school society, and applied as before-mentioned in con- 
nexion with the Calcutta school society. This society was established in 1818, 
under the direction of the Hon. Sir Anthony Buller, John Herbert Harrington, 
Esq late senior judge of the native court, and various other respectable persons, 
with a number of natives of India who are Hindoos, and who have an equal in- 
fluence in the committee. 

It is computed that about four hundred pounds will be required for the out- 
fit, passage, and support of a proper person to superintend a school for training 
native teachers. The object is earnestly recommended by the ladies’ commit- 
tee of the British and Foreign school society. 
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STATION Af FORT WAYNE. 


From the Rev. Mr. M‘Coy to the Cor. Sec. dated 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, Fort Wayne, December 28th, 1820, 

ALMOST all the traders who have mingled with these Indians for many years, 
and who, by the by, are generally related to them, are Roman Catholics ; in con. 
sequence of which, and of the efforts of some priests, many of the Indians have a 
strong predilection in favour of that society. This is the case with relatives of 
the most of our children. Yet such is their jealousy ot white men, and such their 
aversion to civilized life, that although a Roman Catholic priest at Detroit, of re. 
spectable standing, has, as [I am credibly informed, been endeavouring for several 
years to obtain some of their youth for the purpose of educating them, he has 
never been able to get a half dozen to his school, whilst the number of our scho. 
lars has increased since last May, from eight to thirty-one, and the prospect of 
further increase still brightening. We feel confident, dear sir, that God hath 
done this for us. Permit me to add, that our success has astonished all in these 
regions who are acquainted with the character of these Indians. Of this we can 
produce the most satisfactory evidence to you if desired, or to the President of the 
United States, if, by sv doing, he would be induced to afford us more aid. 

But our school concerns are not the only things in which we are bound to ac. 
knowledge the interposing hand of Providence. Favourable openings are pre- 
sented for the introduction of agricultaral pursuits among men who are perfectly 
in a state of nature. And more; God hath allowed us to baptize one half Indian, 
to feel a christian fellowship for a second, and lately to hear a relation of a work 
of grace in the heart ofa full-blooded Shawanese, who can speak but little Eng- 
lish, and who communicated her thoughts through an interpreter. We expect 
her here in a few days, to receive baptism. 





—— + aoe 


INDIAN SCHOOL IN KENTUCKY. 


Letter from the Rev. 8S. M. Noel to the Cor Sec dated 

HEAR SIR, Frankford, (Ky.) January 16th, 183}. 

Tue Indian scholars from the school in Scott county have been escorted home 
by the Rev. Mr. Ficklin. He represents the tribe at Rogersville on the Merri- 
mack, much pleased with what has been done. Capt. Fish (the chief) has order- 
ed that these boys devote a part of each day to their studies, and has made it the 
business of William Rogers to superintend them. They are desirous of having a 
school established at their villages, by the General Board—they promise to con: 
tribute liberally to its support. William Rogers says, he.will contribute annual- 
ly fifty dollars himself. To enable the General Board to lend some attention to 
this request, your Superintending Committee, with the concurrence of the Ken- 
tucky Board, have directed me to say to the General Board, “that, for the pre- 
sent, they recommend a discontinuance of the Indian School in Scott county.” 
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Your attention is now invited to another subject ; these Indians are liable to be 
moved, when the public lands in that section are sold. We are informed by our 
agent, that Governor Clarke has petitioned Congress to reserve township No. 42, 
first range, east of the fifth principal meridian, for the use of these Indians, while 
they choose to live there ; on which schools may be established, &c.—in which 
he requests the concurrence of the General Board. Our Board have considered 
this petition reasonable, and have signified their wishes to Col. Johnson, (one of 
our members) and member of Congress, to whom we invite the General Board to 
communicate their views and wishes on this subject. Indeed we conceive that 
Congress will do much more than seems to be embraced in the petition alluded 


to. Very respectfully, yours, 
S. M. NOEL. 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, REVIVALS, &c. 


From the “ Western New York Baptist Magazine.” 


WITH pleasure I embrace this opportunity to address you, by giving you a 
brief relation of the late glorious work of God in this place. By adverting to 
your Magazine, of February 1817, you will discover some account of the deal- 
ings of our God with us, as a church and people in preceding years. During the 
three succeeding years, nothing extraordinary transpired. A comfortable union 
prevailed in the church, with some additions: forty-six were baptized, and thir- 
ty-seven added by letter. In December last, there were some symptoms of an- 
other gracious revival ; the saints seemed more fervent in prayer, and there was 
agreater solemnity visible in assemblies convened for public worsbip. ‘There 
was also one instance of hopeful conversion, with one or two signal instances of 
reformation in backsliders. About the first of January, at a meeting of an eccle- 
siastical council in the Presbyterian church, the work broke forth in a more visi- 
ble manner, with great power, extending into different parts of the town, engag- 
ing the attention of all classes in society. Many of the saints experienced great 
enlargement of mind, and entered into the work with all their souls. Some who 
had made a profession of religion for many years, under serious apprehension 
they had built upon the sand, were brought to great searchings of heart, and at 
length gave account of their views of the Saviour, wath such transports of joy as 
resembied the days of their espousals. It was hardly poss:bie to find a person 
in the place unaffected ; all seemed to be moved. Some fell in with the work, 
holding fellowship with Immanuel in the advancement of his kingdom: Others, 
fell under the power of truth, and exclaimed, “ What shall we do?” Of this 
class were a great company of the youth of both sexes : Others, fell oué with the 
work, manifesting a strong spirit of opposition, calling it a delusion, saying the 
people who were subjects of the work were ignorant, and neither understood 
what they said, nor whereof they afirmed. Meetings became unusually crowd- 
ed, even in the largest places devote:! to conferences; and the houses of God, up- 
on the Sabbath, were filled with numbers assembled to hear the Gospel of Christ, 
and an indescribable soiemnity was visible among the people: ‘the language of 
the oldest persons, the most experienced saints among us, was, we never saw it 
on this wise before. 
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For two or three weeks the cloud seemed to hang over us, without distilling itg 


contents. This was a time when much feeling, and, { trust, much faith wus ex. tt 
ercised in prayer. At length the cloud seemed to burst, diffusing blessings lj G 
around ;—the saints could now say, the joy of the Lord is our strength, while pt 
young converts daily appeared in the assemblies of the saints, compassing God’s fr 
altar with songs of deliverance.—In one neighbourhood on East River, sixteen Cl 
souls hopefully experienced the forgiveness of sins in one week, within the com. he 
pass ofa mile; and “ young men and maidens, old men and children,” united in “ 
praising the Lord. In another neighbourhood, in the south part of the town, m 
the attention was such among the youth and children, that in the school all by- si 
siness was several times laid by entirely, and some of the neighbours were called fe 
in by the preceptor, who spent the time with the pupils in prayer and exhorta. ve 


tion. There was very little secular iabour pertormed for two or three months, 
and many devoted the whole of their time to meetings, and visiting from house 
to house. Some went two and two, (as our Lord sent forth his disciples) through Ri 


different parts of the town, calling upon every family in their way, endeavouring fu 
to do them good in their conversation and prayers With them. And, no doubt, 
this was one great means, in the hand of God, in extending the work. Some th 
were awakencd to a sense of their stupid state, in viewing the zeal and concern - 
their neighbours had for them : it also greatly tended to strengthen the saints in of 
their love and duty in the service of God. It brought some to light, and active 
obedience, who had possessed a hope in Christ for years, but had been “hid be 
among the stuff,” or, through fear that their exercises were all a deception, dared 
\ 


not speak of them before.—The subjects of the work are mostly in youth, many 
of whom afew months ago were making up partics of carnal pleasure and wick- 
edness, are now found united in the peaceful paths of wisdom, endeavouring te B° 


persuade others to love the Saviour, assuring them that in the path of righteous- by: 
ness there is no death. They seem disposed cheerfully to part with all the vani- 
ties of this life, and patiently endure the reproaches of the world, that they may th 
glorify God. The first that united with the church, were baptized the third 
Sabbath in February. On that day there were thirteen baptized ; ten of whom 
were young men in single life, who followed each other in succession in the ordi- 
nance, in the presence of a large and deeply affected assembly. From that time, 
during the spring and summer, scarcely a Sabbath passed without waiting upoa 
some in this institution of God. DI 
The whole number added to the church by baptism since the work begsn, is 
one hundred and twenty-six, and fifteen by letter. Our whole number at pre- ne 
sent in the church, is four hundred and six. We stili enjoy good seasons among pl 
ourselves, and hope that God will always enable us to walk in love: yet the Spirit re 
seems in a measure to be withdrawn from among the people. Many are yet in 
among us in the gall of bitterness, held with the cords of their sin. We ardent- al 
ly hope he will soon come this way again, and shed his Holy Spirit’s infuence d 
upon us more abundantly, that when he writeth up the peuple, (Psalms Ixxxvii th 
6.) he may say of multitudes, these were born in Nomer. Among the number ay 
that have joined the church, two lave given evidence of a change of heart wie vi 
are more than sixty years of age, and the youngest that bas been received is nine P 
years. Between eighty and ninety are in youth, or single life. ‘The ordinance of 
0 


baptism has been peculiarly owned of Ged, in that he bas crowned it with his 
favourable presence. 
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The principal means of awakening have been the exhortations of the pious, 
the pathetic expostulations of young converts, and the preaching of the Gospel. 
God has rode forth in the greatness of his strength, and wrought salvation for his 
people, in the sight of all his enemies; yet he has so wrought as to hide pride 
from man, and give no occasion of glorying but in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This work has been distinguished for great solemnity and order ;—there 
has been scarce a feature of enthusiasm or biind zeal visible. It ought to be re- 
corded, to the honour of Divine grace, that in many insiances prayer has been 
most signally and speedily answered; whether it was for the conversion of a 
ginner, or the comfort of a saint under peculiar trials. It has been fully mani- 
fested, that those who asketh, receiveti. QO that there were more faith and fer- 
yency in prayer among the children of God ! 

There have been about sixty added to the Presbyterien church in this town: 
but, in the midst of their prosperity, God was pleased to remove their pastor, 
Rev. Elnathan Walker. He died June 4th, after an illness of seven weeks, in 
full hope of a glorious immortality. 

Deacon Jacob Hoar has also been recently called away by death, aged 48, in 
the midst of his usefulness as a member and an officer inthe church. He died 
much esteemed and Jamented, with his soul transported with remarkable views 
of glory. 

The work has also spread in other towns, particularly Truxton, where it has 
been extensive ; a particular account of which you will doubtless receive from 
brother Purrington. It has extended in some degree into Virgil and Preble, 
but more especially into Scipio, where more than seventy have been baptized. 

Dear brethren, we feel under much obligation and gratitude to God, for his 
goodness to us; and we desire to share in the prayers of all God’s people, that 
we may live to his glory, returning again according’ to the mercies received. ; 

Praying that God will bless you in all your ways, I subscribe myself yours, in 
the Gospel of Christ. 

Homer, Oct. 6th, 1820. ALFRED BENNET. 


— + ae 


Letter from the Rev. Azariah Hanks to the Cor. Sec. dated 

DEAR SIR, Euclid, January 15th, 1821. 

THE prosperity of Zion is truly animating to every christian heart; and good 
news from a far country is like cold water to a thirsty soul. God has of late been 
pleased to grant us a gracious Visitation of the Holy Spirit, and we have enjoyed 
refreshing seasons from the presence of the Lord. In April last the word of God 
in conviction opened evident on the minds of many; on the 27th I baptized two, 
and a church was constituted with 11 members; from this time the work spread in 
different parts of the town. People of almost every age were made partakers of 
the rich blessing of God in this work. Children, young people, middie aged, and 
aged were taught by the Master of assemblies to sing Hosanna to the Son of Da. 
vid. My time and attention were employed in visiting, conversing, preaching and 
praying. The employment was truly interesting. 

To see some greatly distressed in mind, being deeply impressed with a sense 
of their misery and wo, whilst others rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of 
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glory, was a sight truly affecting. For four months I preached from four to six 
sermons a week, and on Saturday church conference for the admission of mem. 
bers. These meetings were peculiarly agreeable, and greatly blessed to the 
awakening of souls, for in them young converts with old christians sung, conyer. 
sed, and prayed with great freedom. Such prelibations of heavenly joy are be. 
yond description glorious. 

Our worshipping assemblies were very numerous and solemn. God appeared in 
the midst of his sanctuary, and carried on his glorious work, until the number of 
converts is 170. I have baptized 48; numbers have been added to the Presbyte- 
rian church and Methodist society. The work is spreading in the adjoining town. 
I expect soon many more will be added to the church. 

This revival has been distinguished from those I have been acquainted with, in 
two particulars. In these there has generally been, in some individuals, a zeal that 
was not according to knowledge, and in some others immoderate joy, and I have 
thought, in some instances, a vain if not carnal joy; but in this revival I haye 
taken notice, and, as far as I am able to judge, there has been scarce any thing of 
this kind. The Lord has blessed us with a number of very candid and able 
brethren, who have been very faithful during the reformation. 


a + ae = 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. John Peck to the Cor. Sec. dated 


REV, AND DEAR SIR, Cazenovia, September 27th, 1820. 


As to religion in this vicinity, it is very comfortable. In Homer, God’s power 
and mercy have been great ; between one and two hundred have the season past 
been bowed to the sceptre of Jesus—likewise in Truxton, about the same nun- 
ber. In Nelson and Smithfield, the Lord has come down like rain on the mowa 
grass, and Cazenovia has not been entirely passed by ; about thirty have bees 
hopefully brought to the knowledge of the truth. Week before last the Madison 
Association met ; above five hundred were added the past year, by baptism. Lait 
week I met with the Cayuga Association; had a very pleasant season; the Lord 
has been gracious to that part of his vineyard the last year. The Lord reigns, 
and let the earth rejoice. 


> + Be 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Howard Malcom to the Cor. Sec. dated 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Hudson, February 8th, 182i. 


On settling myself here, I found that Athens, a very considerable village on 
the opposite bank of the river, was entirely destitute of a preached gospel, ex- 
cept one sermon every Sunday morning from the Episcopal minister of the place. 
I immediately instituted a Tuesday lecture, in a large and commodious school 
room, which has been continually increasing. . At present there are encouraging 
prospects of a revival. 1 have learnt the names of twenty persons who have been 
awakened within six months. Many of them have found the Saviour. Meetings 
are excessively crowded, and very solemn. 

A considerable revival is now experienced in Kinderhoos, about 10 miles north; 
at Cuxsackie, another, a town 8 or 9 miles northwest; another at Catskill, 5 miles 
below. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 








Extracts from the Sixth Annual Report of the Baptist Society for promoting the 
gospel in Ireland, by estublishing schools for teaching the native Irish, for itinerant 
preaching, &c. &c. 

BrroreE the committee enter upon the detail of their proceedings, they wish to 
express the pleasure they have felt in hearing of the progress and prosperity of 
other societies formed for similar objects. The following is an extract from a 
letter of the Rev. Josiah Wilson, dated Dublin, April 25, 1820. “There was a 
splendid entertainment in this city last week, at which the mental and pious ap- 
petite was feasted deliciously. 1 was about to say it was angels’ food. I refer to 
the annual meetings of the different religious societies in this country, viz. the 
Sunday School Society, the Bible Society, and the Church Missionary Society. 
With respect to these meetings, compared with those of last year, I had either ob- 
tained a greater relish for them by residing so long in the barren wilderness of 
Connaught; or they were so much improved, that I consider them equal to those 
I used so much to enjoy in my own beloved country. I mention this to show, that 
there is great good doing in Ireland. The piety, talent, and christian charity 
which were there displayed, were truly delightful and encouraging, and proved 
abundantly that Irish energies, when directed by a right spirit, are very powerful 
in the cause of religion. When the Lord in mercy pours out the Spirit from on 
high, then even this wilderness shall become a fruitful field, and this desert be as 
the garden of the Lord.” 

The Rev. Mr. Keen, of Cork, gives a similar statement. “ The annual meeting 
of the Bible Society in this city was to me truly gratifying, after having been as 
it were banished for two years to Newry, from such revived meetings, a town 
where there was nothing of the kind.” 

The committee proceed to report, that a pleasing circumstance has occurred 
during the last year, which so entirely accords with the desires they have always 
felt, not to enter upon other men’s “line of things made ready to their hands,” 
that they wish it to be recorded in the annals of the society. ‘They allude to the 
establishment of teu new schools in the western county of Clare, where schools were 
greatly needed, and where no kindred society had opened any day-schovls for the 
gratuitous instruction of its destitute population, either in the lrish or English 
languages. 

The inspector of these schools in Clare, who is an excellent Irish scholar, in 
his report for the first quarter states, that the ten new schools contain 808 chil- 
dren, male and female, and, in addition to the two schools which had been pre- 
viously reported under the designation of the ‘* Norwich Schools;’ the total 
number of children at that time was 880. 

The committee have also established four schools in the county of Cork, in 
Bandan and its vicinity, where they were greatly needed. 

The schools in Connaught contain 5000 children, and about 150 adults. ‘* About 
a fourth of them,” says Mr. Wilson, the superintendent, “have been committing 
the scriptures to memory, and have made considerable progress in writing and 
ciphering; and some of the females are taught knitting and needle-work. The 
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committers of the scriptures have from one to thirty chapters of the New Testa. 
ment treasured in their memories; so that were all the bibles in the island de. 
stroyed, the scriptures could not be erased trom their minds.” 

An instance of strength of memory, mentioned by Mr. Wilson, is remarkable. 
“EC. a girl who is but seven years old, has, since the establishment of the 
schooi, No. 28 in the schedule, not two years since, learned to read well, is be- 
ginning to write, and has committed to memory, and can repeat correcily, the 
whole of the gospel of John, the sermon on the mount, with the epistles to the 
Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians. This child, 
it is probable, had not that school been established, would not have known a letter 
in the alphabet. The family lives, and the school is situated, in a boggy moun. 
tain in the barony of Tyrera; and the chiid has never seen a city, town, or vil- 
lage in her life; nor scarcely six cabins in the neighbourhood of each other.” 

Notwithstanding the powerful and unprecedented opposition which has been 
made to the schools, and the reading of the scriptures, during the last year in 
Jreland, it is extremely gratifying for the committee to state, that the schools were 
never ina better condition, nor were the scriptures ever so extensively read. “ When 
the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord lifteth up a standard 
against him,” 

It was recommended at the last annual meeting, that congregations in Eng. 
land would adopt some of the schoois, and give them appropriate designations. 
The committee report with pleasure, that this suggestion has been regarded, and 
the society may now speak not only of their Worwich Schools, but of the Little 
Allie Street, \he Hurlow, the Hammersmirh, the Lion Sireet, Walworth, the North 
End, Crayford, the Chatham, the bristol, the Seven Oaks, the Hackney, and the 
Eagle Street scuools. his pian of identifying schools in Ireland with their sup- 
porters in England, the committee anticipate will be attended with the happvest 
effects, as it will excite and promote a reciprocity of feeling, calculated to im. 
press upon the minds of the scholars the most grateful sentiments towards their 
benefactors; and on those of the supporters of the schoo's a lively interest in the 
prosperity of the children, and a deep concern for their spiritual welfare. May 
it not be haped that, by such means, that criminal alicnation of affection which 
has too long subsisted between the people of the two countries, will be progres- 
sively removed, and suspicion and apathy ultimately cease ; mutual affection will 
expe! envy and strife, and introduce confidence and good will. Iveland will not 
envy England, nor England vex Ireland. 

In order to give a general view of the labours and success of the Society, the 
committce introduce an extract of a letcer from the Rev. John West, of Dublin, 
dated May 26. “ We have at this time ninety-three schools held on weck-~lays ; 
besides Sunday-schools, and evening schools for aduits. There are twenty-two 
Irish readers, seven of whom devote their whole time to reading the scriptures in 
the cabins of the peasantry. Tiere are also seven itinerant English preachers. 
The annual expenses are upwards of 2000/ 

“From the commencement of the Society’s operations till the present time, at 
least twenty thousand chiidren have reccived instruction in our schools ; and there 
are some pleasing instances of conversion among those who have been scholars, 
and many adults also through reading of the scriptures appear to be converted 
from the ways of sin, to the love and practice of holiness, A strong desize is ex- 
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pressed by multitudes to bear the gospel proclaimed: even that salvation which 
a scriptures declare to be by grace without the works of the law.” 

“The committee are increasingly of opinion, that scriptural instruction is the 
sovereign remedy which, through the blessing of God, will heal the moral mise- 
ries of Ireland ; whether imparted through the medium of free schools, readers 
of the scriptures, or itinerant preachers. ‘They conclude by earnestly entreating 
the co-operation of all those who sigh and cry for the spiritual welfare of Ireland, 
that they unite in calling upon God, that through the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
the “word of the Lord may mightily grow and prevail :”—then will the wilder- 
ness and the solitary place be glad for them, and the desert rejoice and blossom 
as the rose.” 


Jn extract of a letter from the Rev. Daniel Hascall, Professor in the Baptist Theo: 
logical Seminary at Hamilton, New York, to Mr. Pcter Chase, the Corresponding 
Secretary of the ** Society for Missionary Inquiries,” in the Baptist Institution 
at Philadelphia, dated 


“DEAR BROTHER, Hamilton, January 15, 1821, 


“Yours in behalf of the “ Society for Missionary Inquiries”’ was duly received, 
and truly it afforded me no small satisfaction. After a lapse of almost two thou- 
sand years, the command of Christ, “Go ye into ali the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature,”’ begins to be considered by his ministers. The church 
has begun to awake from her long sleep. Missionary Societies are formed ; and, 
in answer to the inquiry, ‘* Who will go for us?” many of our youth are heard de- 
youtly to say, “Here am I, send me.” Education Societies are formed, for the 
purpose of assisting young ministers to obtain such an education as will the bet- 
ter quality them for the important work of the gospel ministry ; and it is gratify- 
ing to learn, that those who are receiving this assistance, are earnestly inquiring 
concerning the field of their future labours. Be assured 1 shall cheerfully trans. 
mit to you any intelligence within my power, that appears calculated to advance 
the object of your fraternity. 

“It may be interesting to you to be informed concerning the progress of the 
Seminary in this place. Tle number of students, who are licensed to preach, is 
seventeen. Others are admitted by paying for their privileges. They make good 
proficiency in the several brauches of English studies, and in Latin and Greek. 
Some attention is also paid to Theology. Opportunities for preaching are fre- 
quent; and the compensation that is reccived from societies that aré supplied 
by the students, goes far towards furnishing them with clothes. And I would add, 
as a promising feature, that many of the young men have an ardent desire to be 
sent into some part of the heathen world to proclaim the news of salvation to 
those who never heard the name of Jesus.” 
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ORDINATION. 


REV. JOSEPH KENARD. 


AT Burlington, New Jersey, June 30th, 1820, the Rev. Joszrh Krnarp was 
ordained to the pastoral care of the Baptist church in that place. Introductory 
prayer and sermon, by the Rev. Thomas Griffin, from Ezra x. 4. “ Arise, for this 
matter belongeth unto thee: we also will be with thee: be of good courage, and 
do it.”” The usual questions, ordination prayer, right hand of fellowship, present. 
ing of the bible, and an appropriate address, by the Rev. Samuel R. Greene. The 
relation the candidate gave of his views of the Gospel, exercises of his mind, 
and call to the ministry, were pleasing and satisfactory. Rev. Thomas Griff, 
preached in the evening. The whole of the services were performed in a man. 
ner highly interesting. 











OBITUARY. 


REV. BENJAMIN FIVEASH. 


Letter from the Rev. Mr. Brantley to Mrs. Fiveash, dated 

MY DEAR MADAM, Augusta, October 3d, 1890, 
ON me devolves the sad office of apprizing you of the lamented death of your 
excellent and interesting son Benjamin. 1 wrote a few days since to his worthy 
friend, Mr. Fauquier, informing him of the distressing occurrence. Distressing, 
not to himself, but to us who live to lament his early exit. When I saw him 
dying so much like a saint, such rapture of repose, such boldness of triumphant 
faith, I felt that a wish to detain him from such brilliant scenes of felicity would 
be the height of injustice to him. He seemed to love death, and to smile when 
he offered me his hand, now cold in the final agonies of nature, for a last adieu. | 
felt thankful for the opportunity of beholding such a display of piety and resig. 
Nation. It was one of those rare instances in which religion builds her bright 
structure on the ruins of nature, and exults amidst the ravages of mortality; 
when the soaring spirit, startled from its dissolving abode, spreads its wings for 
flight, and shows the surprising beauties of an undiscovered plumage. Looking 
around on the confusion in its little domain, it passes with eager haste to a new 
and unwavering habitation. It was one of those examples in which the raging 
storm and prevailing darkness of disease, were succeeded by the calmness and 
splendour of a cheering light: when, after the scowling tempest that spread a 
gloom over the day, has subsided, ‘‘ The radiant sun, with farewell sweet, ex- 
tends his evening beam.” It was one of those prominent cases, in which the 
energy of faith was so conspicuous, that, after the unabating violence of his mala 
dy had, drunk up the last drop of the vital current, his soul appeared in a fresh- 
ness and vigour that could not be impaired by the wastings of disease, and then 
his lips were opened to utter words of confidence which nothing could shake. 
It was a bereavement in which the mercy of God was visible, softening the sor- 
row of anxious and mourning friends, by the clear and consoling testimony which 
his young servant was allowed to furnish to the majesty of divine truth. The 
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sweetness of his parting benediction made us forget a while the greatness of 
the calamity occasioned by his death, to the church, to the society, and to his 
friends in general. In death, the gentleness of the Lord made him great, and his 
lips were touched with hallowed fire. Whatever might have been our reluctance 
to meet the impending disaster whilst its principles were in their earlier progress, 
and before the cheering manifestations had dispelled the gloom which hung over 
the scene ; after we saw the firmness and unction of his spirit in the immediate 
view of death, we were constrained to dismiss every reluctant sentiment, and re- 
joice in the superlative evidences of efficient sustaining grace. 

Itis not probable that he seriously apprehended his own dissolution until he 
was within a short period of his end. The day preceding his death bad been 
passed in much indifference, and occasional delirium. He would say nothing un- 
less roused by some vehemence of sound. It was about 12 o’clock at night when 
he appeared first to resume the exercises of reason and faith. To some friends 
who surrounded his bed at the time, and whose countenances spoke their fears of 
his speedy departure, he said—* I shall not die just now ; I have much to think 
before I go.” After reposing a little, he suddenly exclaimed—* I am under a 
summons of a speedy appearance before God, and the blood of his Son prepares 
me for the interview.” ‘I have escaped the wrath to come, and Oh! the Hell, 
the Hell that awaits the wicked.”’ He again slept, and waking with much impa- 
tience, he cried— When shall I wake, and find me there.” Continuing in a 


‘composed and tranquil state until sunrise, he called me to his bed, and offered me 


his hand, which was then quite cold. Said I to him, are you going? He replied, 
“Yes.” After this he uttered the following prayer, with a firm unfaltering ex- 
pression. ‘* O God, my Father, in nature’s trial support me. In thy presence I 
long to dwell forever. Draw my spirit to thyself, and hold my fainting heart. 
My dear Redeemer, thou hast washed me in thy blood; enable me now to follow 
thee through the gloom ofdeath. Thou Holy and blessed Spirit, who makest in- 
tercession for the saints with groanings which cannot be uttered, help me through 
this struggle.”” After this he invoked the blessed Trinity, and having prayed for 
me, and others who were standing by, he composed himself and said, “ Now let 
me die.” In fifteen minutes from this time he ceased to breathe. 

Whilst you feel the painful bereavement which the loss of an engaging son 
must inflict, I have to deplore the sudden dejection of hopes that had attained a 
considerable height. Asa pupil, I have ever found him respectful and attentive, 
circumspect and diligent. In aiding his native penetration, and in conducting the 
early efforts of his fine intellects, I have had a satisfaction rarely enjoyed in 
other cases. The facility with which he acquired whatever was offered to his 
study, allowed us the certain confidence of his distinction and eminence in useful 
learning. But it was in the sentiments and affections of a devout and pious mind, 
that he appeared in his proper elevation. Religion had assumed over his whole 
character an influence decided and prominent. He evidently knew what it was 
to abhor sin upon christian principles, and to love duty for the delight which it 
imparted. Such do I conceive was your son Benjamin Fiveasu.* 

Let me hepe that such considerations will mitigate the severity of your suffer- 


* Mr. Fiveash was born at Portsmouth, Virginia, October 4th, 1799, and was 
engaged in study preparatory to the Christian ministry. 
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ings under the sense of his loss. By taking to himself your amiable son, Gon hs 
given an additional strength to the attractions by whicli he would draw jou ty 
himself. This is the method by which he endears to us the anticipation of Hey. 
ven, and pours a just measure of coniempt on the fleeting Vanities of time. |] 
am aware that your troubles of late have been trying and severe. Called withig 
a short time to mourn the loss of a daughter, and now to feel the deep anguish of 
a son’s early departure, must be bitter. But remember that the Lord chastenet), 
those whom he loveth. The highest secret in christian experience is thie senge 
of sanctified affliction. God has a way of his own by which he can more than re. 
munerate your present privations, and you may confidently expect that he wilj 
make good all his promises. 








POETRY. 


A HYMN BY KRISHNU, 
The first Hindvo baptized in Bengal, and now a preacher of the Gospel. 


TRANSLATED BY THE REV. MR. WARD. 


O THOU, my soul, forget no more 
The Frienp who all thy misery bore ; 
Let ev’ry idol be forgot, 

But, O my soul, forget Hi™ not. 


Broumav* for thee a body takes, 

Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 
Discharging all thy dreadful debt ;— 
And canst thou e’er such love forget? 
Rerounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief; 

Nor HIM forget who left his throne, 

And for thy life gave up his own. 


Infinite truth and mercy shine 

In HIM, and he himself is thine; 

And canst thou then, with sin beset, 

Such charms, such matchless charms, forget ? 


Ah! no—till life itself depart, 

His name shall cheer and warm my heart; 
And, lisping this, from earth Pl rise, 

And join the chorus of the skies. 


Ah! no—when all things else expire, 
And perish in the general fire, 

This name all others shall survive, 
And through eternity shall live. 








* The Hindoo name of the ONE GOD. 







































